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THIRD DAY 

 

Thursday 24 March 2022 

 

The Speaker (Mr Job Pomat) took the Chair at 10.50 a.m. and said prayers. 

 

‘Papa God, this morning mipela sanap long ai blong yu bikos yu God bilong mipela. 

Yu God creator, yu God bilong kantri bilong mipela Papua New Guinea na yu God bilong 

ples graun; nogat narapela God. 

This morning Papa mipela ikam, mi askim yu this morning long givim wisdom lo 

Prime Minister bilong mipela, Opposition Leader, olgeta ministers, olgeta members long 

Parliament long taim mipla ikam long mekim wok blong servim people bilong yu long 

dispela kantri. This morning mipela kam, tete program blong mipela, em wanpela dei mipela 

gat sori long lewa bilong miplea bikos mipela lusim wanpela wanwok blong mipela. 

 Papa mi askim yu this morning bai yu givim dispela spirit bilong kamfotim ol 

hearts bilong mipela, ol family, ol people bilong Goilala na Central Province taim mipela 

stap long dispela period bilong sore. 

Papa God this morning tu mi prea long yu long other parts of the world, olsem 

Ukraine tete, bigpela bagarap ikisim ol Papa yu yet yu save reason why but olsem mipela ol 

man long ples graun miplea lukim mipela i sore, mipela no save long wanem as blong em 

but yu yet yu save. Papa plis long taim bilong hevi blong ol, yu tingim ol na yu helpim ol. 

Papa nau as mipela go through long program bilong mipela, mipela askim bai yu stap wantem 

mipla, na mipela nau laik go long dispela prea bilong yumi, yu iesu, yu yet yu skulim ol 

disciple bilong mipela, na mipela olgeta bai kolim wantem. Amen’ 

 

02/03 

ADMISSION OF PALL- BEARERS INTO THE CHAMBER – 

CONCURRENCE OF PARLIAMENT 

 

 

Mr SPEAKER – Honourable Members, I wish to inform Parliament that the Pall-

bearers carrying the casket of Late Honourable William Samb MP will be admitted into 

the Chamber. With the concurrence of Parliament, they will be admitted into the 

Chamber. 

 

Motion – That the Pall-bearers be admitted into the Chamber – agreed to.  
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Mr SPEAKER – Admit the pall-bearers! 
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MOTION OF CONDOLENCE 

 

Mr JAMES MARAPE (Tari-Pori – Prime Minister) – I move – 

That this Parliament expresses its deep regret of the death of Mr William Samb 

on 3 March 2022, a Member of Parliament; the Member for Goilala Open Electorate and 

a Minister of State who was serving in his capacity as Minister for Commerce and 

Industry, and places on record Parliament’s appreciation for his meritorious public 

service and we tender our profound sympathy to his family in their bereavement. 

 

 Mr Speaker, firstly, I would like to thank you for allowing this Parliament to 

convene in this manner. 

 Secondly, I would like to thank all members of Parliament from both the 

Government and theOpposition, who are here today to pay respect and tribute to our 

colleague who is lying in State. 

 I take this opportunity to formally pay tribute to the life of the late Minster of 

State and the Member for Goilala, the Honourable William Samb, as we remember him 

in this moment when he lies in State. 

 Let me first begin by acknowledging his family, his three children, his two older 

siblings, his wife, his mother who is alive as we speak and the people of Goilala and 

Central Province for giving to Papua New Guinea a stalwart politician; a very fine leader 

who has helped to raise hope in the midst of doom and gloom. Also, his character is 

embodied in the visions of good governance and honesty for leadership in our country. 

 In a time when political leadership was questioned in many levels, the Honourable 

William Samb arrived on the political scene in 2015, as the first solo Pangu member to 

win an election in recent years. The Deputy Prime Minster who was then the leader of 

Pangu Pati, Honourable Sam Basil, resurrected the historic first and foundation party of 

our nation that delivered our countries political independence. The late leader arrived at 

the time when Pangu Pati was coming back to life. 

 Today I am privileged to have associated myself with him not just as a 

parliamentary leader but more importantly as a colleague. Samb belonged to the new 
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generation of leaders who emerged to put the interest of our country first and to take it 

back from the wrong roads we have travelled in the recent years and to put it back on the 

right road where corruption was filled; where fighting for our natural resources was 

greater and taking back more from our own country’s revenue to funnel it through 

developments in all parts of our country was his ideals, including his remote Goilala. He 

was trying to make sure that the people are empowered though the SME programs that 

we have started, for he was part of the new brand of leadership that emerged who had no 

tolerance for corruption, and taking back PNG from the hands of greed and minority few 

who wanted to get ahead of the expense of our country including places like Goilala.     

 

04/03 

Mr William Samb fanned the flame of hope, he encouraged steadfastness in good 

governance and honest leadership and to do more and better to hold our country at higher 

standards and greater ideals. 

In the short seven years he was a member of Parliament, he lived a life of true 

character that we must also emulate. He put the interest of the country ahead of self-

preservation. It was through him and those like him with the courage and drive, we moved 

numbers to change the past government and maintained current government in three hard 

years.  

Covid-19-induced economic hardships, political maneuvering-induced lack of 

public service performance and functionality, two moments in this term of Parliament, 

were the order of the day in so far as politics were concerned. He was also instrumental 

in passing monumental laws that would have changed the landscape of our country for 

the better, none can be more amplified then him being instrumental in assisting me in 

delivering laws like the Independent Commission Against Corruption Act and the Whistle 

Blowers Act. I thank my colleague now sitting in the Opposition side, the Honourable Mr 

Davis Steven, who also was instrumental in making sure this part of the new generation 

of leaders stood firm in trying to get laws that is good for the country going forward.  

All these coincided with Minister Samb placement as my assistant as we ran Pangu 

Pati and handled government matters over the last three years since the change of 

government in 2019. He was my right-hand man in so many ways.  

Who would have thought a brother from Goilala could have assisted a brother from 

Tari for we were seen amongst the least in this country? He was my right-hand man trying 

our very best to make changes for the betterment of our country. He didn’t see me as a 
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Tari or highlands man but he was truly a Pangu Pati idealist – a Party that stands for 

Papua and New Guinea united at a time when this Parliament we saw sentiments of Papua 

for Papua, Highlands for Highlands and New Guinea for New Guinea. We saw regional 

fragmentalism in our political divides. Samb was a true Pangu Pait idealist standing up 

through the ideals of the Pati; Papua and New Guinea united, leadership performed on 

merit to unite our country, Samb put the country ahead of himself. 

There can be no greater example then his last official visit domestically where he 

visited the Autonomous Region of Bougainville. Handing over K2 million worth of 

machinery to our lovely people of North Bougainville he made a profound statement and 

I quote ‘benefit North Bougainville people will get, but blessings Goilala people will 

receive’. To me that underlines the DNA that ran deep leader Honourable William 

Samb’s character.  

The true christian principle of putting others first and himself last.  Putting another 

district first and his district last for as a national leader he rose to see Bougainvilleans 

were his own putting them first and Goilala behind. He defined important principles, he 

differentiated between blessings and benefits. 

At this juncture, let me inform the people of Goilala that William in person may 

have passed on to rest but many brothers of William remain in this Parliament shown by 

both sides of the House coming to pay respect and in the unprecedented hauscries. We’ve 

had hauscry for leaders like the Grand Chief and others but for minister of State, this sort 

of hauscry was not held but to the Goilala’s hauscries were held in the corners of Port 

Moresby city and Central, throughout this country and up in the mountains. You are not 

forgotten and second class, this is your country as my country, you are amongst us 

William may have gone to rest but the bridge is built to show Goilala can perform at a 

higher level. Something that we will value for the rest of our lives and that bridge will be 

still active to ensure, we are not just deliver benefits to the people of Goilala, but more 

importantly bring blessing to them.  

May his memory live on for the zeal in his fight against corruption and some of the 

core values and principles he believed in especially putting people first. A fine warrior 

from the mountains of Goilala, his efforts to defend our country’s right may remain to 

those of us who are alive and believe that reaching better destination for our people in as 

far as development is concerned can be continued. 

I conclude by saying thank you very much to the Goilala people for giving a fine 

leader to this country. In the short seven years, he has left an indelible mark and imprint 
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more so to the next generation of leaders coming through this Parliament that you may 

remain true to your calling, putting the country first and yourself last and spreading the 

wealth of our country throughout all parts of our country. 

William did so well and I just want to say thank Goilala for giving a fine leader to 

us. I want to say thank you to the family, especially the mother for allowing his son to be 

a public servant and to the people of Goilala and children for those of us who call William 

a brother and friend. We will stand with you through these dark moments and for Goilala 

to continue getting blessings that the leader prophesied.           
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 Mr Speaker, on a personal note, I just want to say; my book some here will receive 

a word of reference to them, or a sentence of reference to them and some will have a 

paragraph of reference to them but Honorable William Samb, you will have a full chapter 

of reference.  

I know you closed your eyes in praying to God and in the private moments that 

we had he would offer beautiful prayers. And in the final moments as he was fading into 

the eternal rest of his life, he would have said his last prayer; so, I say till we meet again. 

May God bless your soul that is resting. 

 Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

 

 Mr BELDEN NAMAH (Vanimo-Green - Leader of the Opposition) -Thank you 

Mr Speaker. I would like to second the motion moved by the Prime Minister in conveying 

our condolences to our late brother, Minister and Honourable Member for Goilala, late 

Honourable William Samb. 

 Mr Speaker, the late Member and Minster, would be described as a MP who was 

a friend to all and enemy to none. He did not care which side of the House he stood. I 

would see him every time in the corridors of Parliament or at the carpark, he would 

always smile. I still recall that smile on his face. He would stand outside and joke with 

almost every Member of Parliament.  

 The last time I spoke to him was a day before he left for Dubai and I met him 

outside of Parliament and as usual he wore his innocent smile on his face. This term of 

Parliament has been unprecedented; we have lost seven sitting Members of Parliament. 

This tells us one thing and that is; death has no respect for position or status. It comes 

like a thief in the night.  
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 Mr Speaker, I want to thank you and the Prime Minister and the government of 

the day for always according every Member of Parliament in this term of Parliament who 

have passed on the greatest of respect and credit must be given where it is due. And I 

want to thank the Chair for ensuring the families who are left behind are cared for.  

 I want to thank the Prime Minister and this Government for ensuring that the 

innocent families are well looked after.  

 

06/03 

I said it on Tuesday, he was a performing Member of Parliament. Goilala was 

eventually seeing development and he gave all he could as their member. He had dreams 

and aspiration to ensure that Goilala would change to be one of the fastest developing 

districts in the country with whatever resources he had. 

Mr Speaker, he has made some reforms in every ministry he held, when he had 

the opportunity. He discharged his duties without fear or favour. I knew him personally 

because I always had time to interact and joke with him.  

Mr Speaker, he will be a great lose to his family, to his people of Goilala, to 

Central province, to Pangu Pati which the Prime Minister leads, and to the country of 

Papua New Guinea. I wish to take this opportunity on behalf of my family, my beautiful 

people of Vanimo-Green, and the Opposition to convey my sincere condolences to his 

family, to the people of Goilala, to the people of Central province, to Pangu Pati, and to 

his ministerial staff whom he has left behind and also the Prime Minister and the 

government which he was a part of.  

May his soul rest in eternal peace!  

 

Mr SAM BASIL (Wau-Bulolo) – I would like to join the Prime Minister and the 

Opposition Leader to convey my condolences from my heart, on behalf of my family, my 

people of Bulolo, and my people of Morobe. 

Mr Speaker, in 2014, I met this man, Honourable William Samb in my office in 

Korobosea. There was a by-election in the Goilala Electorate. He approached me and 

showed interest in contesting that seat. Little did I know that he possessed great strength 

and wisdom.  

Mr Speaker, he was the first member to win under the Pangu Pati that him and I 

help resurrect. We walked through a very hard time in 2017 National General Elections 

when the Pangu Pati executives field candidates against me and him. We held hands and 
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went through these tough times but we came out victorious in getting more numbers than 

what we anticipated. We worked very hard. 

Mr Speaker, when we entered the Parliament after the elections, we found 

ourselves in the Opposition benches.  
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I made a bold move, to move Pangu Party into Government. Some Members of 

Pangu were not happy and they left. I know that Honourable William Samb came with a 

very deep heart including other Members of Pangu. I take this opportunity to say sorry to 

him and others who may think that it was a wrong move that time. But, Mr Speaker, I 

knew that I made a right move because if we were kept in the Opposition, we would have 

been shredded into pieces. Look at what it is today. Pangu has led and we are sitting next 

to the Prime Minister. The move we made was right, but again, I apologise to all including 

the Honourable William Samb who lies before us on the move I made. If I have done 

wrong, I apologise today.  

Mr Speaker, we have walked the mountains of Kumunga to Yongai in the Sirime 

valley. We have slept in the housemen in Onage and Woitape LLG on the hammocks. 

We have seen the fine potatoe plantations up in Fane and the 100-year-old table of the 

missionaries of the Catholic mission up in Fane. But, Mr Speaker, he has left us with a 

dream and I share that dream because my district shares the same dream. The dream was 

to continue the road from Rupila to Kunimaipa up the mountain range to Kataipa and 

down to Kasangare which is the missing link of 65 kilo meters that will link Papua and 

New Guinea.  

Mr Speaker, I believe that late William Samb has left it to us under the connect 

PNG Program. He has left this to us and I will make sure to ensure in my political career, 

I will make sure that his dream of connecting Kataipa, Apawaria, Rupila and Kunimaipa 

must be done. I will ensure that I will be an advocate of that road to make sure that it 

happens.   

Mr Speaker, the closest time that I had with him was during the by-election in 

Samarai-Murua. We were in a boat for one week. We ate together, we woke up and we 

were moving around together in a boat in that one week from Misima to Woodlark, 

Rossel, Sudest, Nimoa, Samarai, Pato, and back to Alotau. Mr Speaker, we spent a good 

time together that time and I believe that time Honourable Rainbo Paita wasn’t a Member 

of Parliament but he was with us that time and he knows what I meant.  
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Mr Speaker, today, we are here to mourn the loss of our brother, the honourable 

Member for Goilala.  

Mr Speaker, the day that we went for the by-election, the former member left 

Goilala in the same manner and we never knew that today we will be here losing our 

brother before the next general election. But, Mr Speaker, I join my colleagues on this 

Floor, my people of Bulolo and my family to send our heartfelt condolences to the people 

of Goilala. I want to assure them that whatever Late William Samb has left, we will be 

picked it up from there and we will make sure that we will deliver them. Once again, God 

bless the family, God bless his soul and the people of Goilala. 

Thank you. 

 

Sir PUKA TEMU (Abau) – Thank you, Mr Speaker. On behalf of my family and 

the people of Abau, we offer our deepest condolences to the immediate family; the wife 

and the three children, the mother of the late Honourable William Samb, siblings, tribes, 

and the people of Goilala.  To me, the late Honourable William Samb was a very well 

educated, very committed, down to earth, practical, and people’s leader. Brought up in 

the tough terrains of Goilala with his caring mother who I believe is alive today. The 

Honourable William Samb achieved one of the rarest things that many young Goilalas 

do not achieve and that is a degree. He achieved a degree in Civil Engineering. I mention 

this because I believe that it was through his caring mother and his education that made 

him a leader that I came to know, and that I will continue to admire, for which I pay 

tribute today.  

Being in Parliament for 20 years myself, I want to say thank to the former Prime 

Minister the Honourable Peter O’Neill and the current Prime Minister Honourable James 

Marape for recognising the Honourable William Samb and appointing him as Minister of 

State. Because for 20 years in my Parliamentary term, there was never a Member from 

Goilala who achieve the status as Minister of State, so I say thank you to the current 

Prime Minister and the former Prime Minister.  

I was his predecessor as the Minister for Bougainville Affairs. I want to 

acknowledge the late Member for his enormous contribution when he was appointed to 

be Minister responsible for Bougainville Affairs.   
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I guess because he was a civil engineer, he was immediately on the ground 

performing his duties like all engineers normally do by checking work on the ground.  

And so, he immediately flew over to Bougainville upon his appointment and he 

traversed the entire Bougainville Region. The important contribution that he laid for me 

was, he connected the many factions in Bougainville.  

There are many factions in Bougainville with many leaders and so when the late 

Honourable William Samb was appointed, his ability to be on the ground and easily 

communicate and connect people, to me was the strong foundation that he set. When I 

was appointed as the Minister, I went to Bougainville for a week, the foundation was 

already laid. I say thank you, to late William Samb for his leadership and his upbringing.  

His ability to connect with people was amazing, he chewed betelnut with people, 

the way he dressed and talk, and even didn’t bother where he slept. He was definitely the 

people’s leader. And so, in this painful tribute, I say thank you to late Honourable William 

Samb, for his enormous contribution in preparing Bougainville for the Referendum and 

all of us know how successful the Bougainville Referendum was.  

So, thank you very much to the family and may God bless you and guide you during 

this time of sorrow.    

I want to say thank you particularly to the Prime Minister and the Pangu Party for 

according our leader the greatest respect in the most honourable way in which the funeral 

arrangements have been arranged. And I thank you, Mr Speaker, for the usual way, where 

we are allowed as leaders to pay tribute.  

One lesson I learnt and the Pangu leader has can learn through the funeral 

arrangements is building an important State culture. We need to farewell our leaders in 

an honourable way, and this is shown through the funeral arrangements for Member for 

Goilala.  

I pray that into the future we all collectively move to build important institutions 

but more on the right cultural orientations of parties as we develop our democracy and as 

we are moving in our development path.  

On that note, thank you very much, may your soul rest in God’s eternal peace.  

 

Mr JELTA WONG (Gazelle – Minister for Health) – Thank you Mr Speaker, I 

speak today on behalf of my family and my people of Gazelle, in East New Britain.  
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Today is a sad moment for PNG, especially for our people of Goilala in Central 

Province, as we mourn the passing of a giant of a man, the late Honourable William 

Samb. He was a man of integrity and patriotism outstanding amongst the fallen leaders.  

We hold him in high regard and to which we measure our own commitment to our 

callings. To my brother William, my heart beats at a somber phase as the country mourns 

with your passing in a far away land. But at least now you are home and my mind is on a 

constant replay of the now treasured memories we have served in the service of our 

people.  

Your larger than life personality made you man of such and your patriotism too tall 

in hidden words of debate. And most of all your love of families and the brotherhood 

shown far brighter then ever.  

These are only words brother as to see you and talk to you is what I long for and I 

long for this unfinished conversation that I would like to bring to a natural conclusion. 

But most of all, I long to fight along side you in our quest for a better Papua New Guinea, 

this is what I will miss the most. 

Mr Speaker, there is a saying, never judge a person on his physical stature but judge 

a person for the courage which he fights for his country and the person who carries the 

hearts for his people. Because that is the man that stands tall on any given day.  

On behalf of my family and the people of Gazelle, I offer my heart felt condolences 

to the family of late William Samb, rest in eternal peace my brother, you are great warrior 

and leader of recent times. 

 

Mr ALLAN BIRD (East Sepik) – Thank you, Mr Speaker. I too rise to join my 

fellow leaders in recognising the service of the late Honourable William Samb.  

On behalf of the Sepik people, I extend our deepest condolences to his people of 

Goilala, the people of Central Province and his family. 

Mr Speaker, William had a great sense of humor and at risk of stealing the thunder 

from my brother the Governor for Northern, he had a way of making jokes that would 

bring people together.  

And I recall on our study tour to the United States about two and half years ago, he 

would always walk in front of me and Governor Juffa and would tell the Americans that 

these two are my body guards.                                                           
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 And we did not know he was doing that, until one particular function, some of 

the servants there came to offer us some drinks and said, “we know you are looking after 

the Minister but he said, we should look after his bodyguards as well”. And so, it became 

a joke amongst us. And that was the kind of man, William Samb was, he didn’t worry 

about titles, he was always a good man, and he tried to make everyone feel at peace. 

The second thing was, he was fearless, Mr Speaker. Many times, a lot of people 

outside this House, don’t recognize the difficulties that we face as members of 

Parliament. We have different political parties with different political interests and we all 

come together in a coalition to form government. But when something is not working 

right, during the Government Caucas, those of us from smaller parties discuss amongst 

ourselves and have a hard time raising the issue. But Pangu Pati was fortunate that it had 

Willam Samb, because William Samb would raise the issue. He would be the first one to 

sound the alarm bell for any corrupt or funny arrangement that was going on, and I think 

speaking from the National Alliance standpoint, that made it easy for us to also make a 

case. So that is something that we are going to misss and I wanted to acknowledge that.  

All big political parties need an internal voice, that should act as their conscience, 

and I think William Samb was the conscience for the Pangu Pati and you will miss that. 

He had a sense of service that went beyond his own district of Goilala and I stand 

particularly to speak on that note. And on behalf of the East Sepik and West Sepik people, 

we are indeed grateful and my party leader the Honourable Patrick Pruaitch has asked me 

to make this representation also on his behalf. About 11 months ago, I received a call 

from the Honorable William Samb, he was Transport Minister at the time and he rang 

constantly, which is again typical of the late William Samb. He will not give up until he 

speaks to you and he said Governor I need to see you, there is something I need your help 

on. I think that was the first time I ever got a phone call from a Minister asking for my 

help.  

So I fronted up at his office which is somewhere up at the airport, that was my 

first time to ever go to that particular office and he informed me that his Department was 

working on some wharves for West Sepik and East Sepik, and he needed our help. I 

picked up the phone and called my brother Governor, the Honorable Tony Wouwou. We 

got together, put together a team of highly qualified Sepiks and we worked with him to 

realize the dream. He said one thing to me which I thought was important and I want the 

Hansard to show that William Samb, the late Honorable, the then Minister for Transport 

was really keen to put in two large ports in the Northern half of Papua New Guinea. He 
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said to me, ‘this is really strategic, Papua New Guinea really needs the two Sepiks to 

really contribute to nation building, particularly in the economy. He recognised our 

potential.  

So for some10 months, we worked with him to put together the documentation. 

He asked me to intervene and speak to the Prime Minister, the Treasurer and other 

members of Cabinet which I did, and after three attempts he got the approval. I am 

saddened that he will not be here to watch the launch of something he worked so hard 

and so passionately for. As he lies in State here, our partners from the Republic of Korea 

are today in East Sepik negotiating with the Administration and the landowners to do the 

work that he so passionately fought for on our behalf.  

To the people of Goilala, on behalf of the people of East Sepik and on behalf of 

my family, it is indeed an honor to thank you all, for a son who had a great vision, not 

just for his own people but for those of us from the other parts of the country. And so, in 

expressing my sorrow, I also extend my gratitude to his people, to his family and to say 

thank you. When the Prime Minister comes to make the ground breaking ceremony, I 

will inform the people of Sepik of the work that you have done for us my brother 

Honorable William Samb. 
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Your legacy will live on in the two Sepik Provinces. We will not forget you and 

we thank you. 

May your soul rest in peace. 

 

Mr DAVIS STEVEN (Esa’ala) – Thank you, Mr Speaker. On this sad occasion, 

I rise to join the Honourable leaders in expressing our sympathies and sincere 

condolences to the people of Goilala, Central Province, our people, honourable leaders 

in this honourable House, and to the family of the Late Honourable William Samb. 

 Mr Speaker, I have the privilege today to speak on behalf of the People’s National 

Congress Party (PNCP), our leader, the Honourable Peter O’Neill, former Prime Minister 

and Member for Ialibu-Pangia, and the other members of Parliament on this side of the 

House and the people we represent nationwide. 

I speak with sorrow and sadness, as a colleague of the leader who lays before us. 

Mr Speaker, our people send us here, not knowing the difficulty of the tasks we faced as 

national leaders. We join 111 other leaders from constituencies throughout our country 
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to work together, to debate and interact for the well-being of our people and for our 

national interests.  

Little do our people know the level of interaction that eventually turns into 

friendship. Friendships that are built between leaders, as we have seen and heard this 

morning from the other speakers. 

And in this sad occasion, Mr Speaker, we remember the late leader of the Goilala 

people, with vivid memories. Some of us have known him personally. As other leaders 

have expressed, we can say that he was a true friend.  

Mr Speaker, I personally wish on this occasion, knowing that the leader would be 

witnessing from where he is today, and with your permission, to say that there was a 

secret between the late leader, myself and few other members on both sides of this House. 

Our secret was how we shared ‘buai’ at the car park at times, making sure that we were 

not noticed.  

But just to quickly strengthen our friendship and to remind one another, that no 

matter which side of the House we sat, we are a group of leaders with many voices but 

one message. And that’s the message of our nation and its advancement. 

As the Deputy Prime Minister has said, the late Honourable William Samb was 

sent in haste after a by-election, following another unfortunate death of his predecessor, 

who passed away while serving in his capacity as Member for Goilala.  

One of the first things that the Llate leader expressed, which I wish to place on 

record, is his determination to connect Goilala Electorate to Central Province and to the 

rest of Papua New Guinea. 

I was on that side of the House because we were in Government then, and the late 

leader was a Member of the Opposition, who sat on this side. 

The current Prime Minister and myself, under the leadership of the Member for 

Ialibu-Pangia were responsible for civil aviation. And I recall the passion with which, the 

late Honourable leader pursued the re-opening of rural airstrips in his electorate. 

As an engineer, he had a plan for road infrastructure which we will see in due 

course when it comes to fruition. 
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 In those brief encounters with the late leader and many others that followed, I 

found that he marked the qualities of leadership. 
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 Mr Speaker, in the words of a Chinese Philosopher, Fuchan Yuan, you can find 

three essentials to leadership; humility, clarity of vision and courage. 

 Mr Speaker, I was reminded by the former Prime Minister that the late leader was 

outstanding in his performances as Minster for Bougainville Affairs. I am happy that the, 

Honourable Sir Puka Temu has commended the late leader for that effort. 

 He came in as an ordinary member of Parliament. He was recognized and 

promoted as a senior member of the PNC-led government at that time and performed 

extremely well. He made it so easy; easier for us as a government to advance the 

Bougainville peace process to where it is now, as undertaken by the current Government. 

 I am very grateful that the current Prime Minister has recognised the leadership 

of our late brother; the fallen leader and has continued to entrust him with senior 

ministries. Because, Mr Speaker, today we farewell a very senior leader of our country, 

a senior leader of the Papuan people, Goilala and the people of Central.  

May that come with some degree of comfort to those who are bereaved and to 

many of us today. Yes, Pangu Party has lost a strong man. We also in PNC Party have 

felt the pain for the loss of one of our own comrades. The Honourable Member for Central 

Bougainville, late Sam Akoitai, who we lost in this term of Parliament in recent times.  

It is difficult for all of us when one morning we wake up to the news of the passing 

of our colleague, whom only few days ago we had conversed and may have shared some 

concerns with. We feel the loss from both sides of the House.  

Mr Speaker, the nation’s records will show that the passing of thelLate Member 

for Goilala, Honourable William Samb, will bring the numbers of leaders who have 

passed to an unprecedented number. It raises the national question or national issue of 

how we take care of our leaders. Perhaps, it is an individual challenge as to how we 

manage our health. But how much are we doing in terms of supporting the Office of the 

Speaker and the Clerk in looking after the welfare and the wellbeing of leaders who are 

sent to this Honourable House to serve our people and our nation? 

Mr Speaker, I wish to close by reminding us of the words of a chaplain or a pastor 

of the armed forces who was sent to the battlefront by the US Government. These words 

aptly describes many of the leaders who have gone before including the one who is lying 

before us today, and I quote ‘no person can be a great leader unless he takes genuine joy 

in the success of those under him and those he serves.’ 

I want to place on the record on behalf of those I speak for, that the late honourable 

leader for Goilala has served as a great leader because he has demonstrated a genuine joy 
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in all that he has done, both here in this House and in his performance as a Minister, as a 

colleague and had a genuine joy for the welfare, the success and progress of the Goilala 

people and our nation. 

Mr Speaker, on behalf of everyone I speak for, including the PNC Party, the 

people I represent and we represent, may the good Lord grant peace and comfort in these 

times of sorrow and bereavement. 

Thank you.        
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Mr KOBBY BOMOREO (Tewai-Siassi) – Mr Speaker, I pass my heartfelt 

condolences on behalf of my immediate family, people of Tewai-Siassi, graduates of 

Sogeri National High School in 1989 and 1990, Pangu Pati supporters and followers in 

Morobe and throughout Papua New Guinea. 

Mr Speaker, I came to know William Samb when we both attended Sogeri National 

High School back in 1989 and for almost 33 years. I have learnt a lot from him and he 

was a man of few words. Many of his conversations were jokes but within those jokes 

you would engage in meaningful discussions.  

Mr Speaker, I recall during the farewell night of our seniors back then and he joined 

the Morobe team and we came down to Gordons at the back of Boroko Foodworld. I 

brought some hardstuff alcohol to celebrate during the night and he said ‘don’t add too 

much mix so we will get drunk faster’. So, I will not forget that moment and the cause of 

his death could be alcohol related, but this was 33 years ago. 

Mr Speaker, when we graduated from Sogeri National High School late William 

Samb went to University of Technology and I attended University of Papua New Guinea 

and we never met up during those years.  

When I was in Lae working with Angau General Hospital, there was a road sealing 

construction going on from Angau roundabout junction towards Huon Gulf. It created a 

lot of dust and my house was in front. I came out asking why they are creating a lot of 

dust and they pointed out to the engineer wearing a yellow cap.  

I approached the civil engineer and it was William Samb. He was a civil engineer 

and working with Shorncliffe. I couldn’t say anything further so told him to continue with 

his work. So, that’s how we met again and couple of times there and in Port Moresby 

until he worked with the Honourable Sam Basil to win the Goilala seat and that is how 

my interest to join politics began.  
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But to conclude, I must confirm the Prime Minister’s comments today regarding 

his last visit about a month ago to Bougainville. I accompanied him during that visit to 

Honourable William Nakin’s electorate in North Bougainville.   

The late Minister delivered the machine and said ‘Bougainville, you get the benefits 

and Goilala will receive the blessings’.  With that, heartfelt condolences from the people 

of Tewai-Siassi and Pangu Pati supporters from Morobe we acknowledge and express 

our sorrow to other Pangu Pati leaders who lost their lives during this term of Parliament; 

Sir Jerry Nalau, Boyamo Sali, Grand Chief Sir Micheal Somare, Sir Pita Lus and now the 

new breed of Pangu, and as the Pangu Pati President said ‘he was a bridge between the 

parliamentary wing and non-parliamentary wing’. 
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  While the main foundation of the bridge is gone, the new generation of the party 

which remains will try to maintain it and amongst ourselves we are still shaken a bit as 

the Deputy Prime Minister has mentioned. And while we were planning, he mentioned 

that he would not rush into anything because he did not have a house as yet and was being 

accommodated by Honourable Sam Basil at his Korobosea home. 

 I told him to settle his worries and join us later, I will get my stuff and go ahead.  

These a some of our little shaky issues but after all we are one again so, thank you. 

 

 Mr JOHN ROSSO (Lae – Minister for Lands and Physical Planning) – Thank 

you, Mr Speaker. I wish to take this time to offer my condolences on behalf of the people 

of Lae and my family to the family and the people of Goilala and Central province for 

the death of the late Honourable William Samb. Papua New Guinea has lost a staunch 

person and as many have said before; for a person small in stature he had a big fearless 

heart.  

 I knew him as a young engineer and I have known him for about 30 years too. He 

was the project manager for Shorncliffe in Lae and I was his sub-contractor, so he used 

to hire my trucks while we were working. We developed a staunch relationship, not 

knowing that one day we would end up in Parliament together. His character like every 

one has already described was different. He is not a person that you would think would 

be like someone from Goilala, he was a different person who brought out the best in every 

one. 



17 

 

 The biggest thing that he also brought out was integrity, loyalty and no nonsense. 

During most of our Pangu, Government, or the NEC caucus meetings and as the Governor 

of East Sepik has mentioned; he was the one who was vocal about what was on 

everyone’s minds. on what was being thought about by everyone. He always spoke his 

mind and he just let you digest it however you wanted to. 

 Mr Speaker, he was a fearless, nationalistic person and a very strong Pangu 

stalwart, who lived for the Party. He was a very close friend and I will miss him. I know 

everyone in this room has been touched by this late gentleman. I share my deepest 

condolences and hope to meet him on the other side of this world. 

  

 Mr CHARLES ABEL (Alotau) - I wish to on behalf of my people of Alotau and 

my family to play my part to pay tribute to a great leader that has passed on. It is always 

difficult when someone like this passes on. Someone who is very much in the prime of 

his life who has so much more to offer.  

 And in such times, we ask ourselves or try to reason why God moves in such ways 

but God has his own timing and his own reasons behind that. We are, however, saddened 

when we think about all the potential left in this great leader; all the things in the future 

that we know was yet to come and be achieved. All his hopes and dreams for the people 

of Goilala and even of Papua New Guinea is what makes it so sad in losing such a leader 

with potential. 

 Mr Speaker, as the member for Esa’ala alluded to; this term of parliament has 

been very sad in a sense that we have lost so many leaders and that leadership capacity 

has been lost to the country through seven leaders that we have lost.  

 As colleagues, as a Parliament and as a country, we reflect upon that and we also 

must reflect upon God’s reasoning for such things and in particular today we pay respect 

to this great leader and we know God has his reasons.  

 Mr Speaker, on behalf of my people and my family, I wish to say to the people of 

Goilala, that we mourn and grieve with you. We see the outpouring respect for this leader, 

especially from his people. And we are touched knowing that they have lost someone 

they have cared and loved so deeply about. And because he had a vision and all the hopes, 

whilst also performing good work for his people.  

 As his colleagues we are saddened and to see the sadness in his people. This just 

magnifies the loss that we feel. Thank you for this day that we pay our respect to him and 

we recognize the good work that he has also contributed to Pangu Pati.  
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  I also want to take this opportunity to recognize another leader who passed on 

March 6, 2022. He was the former Member for Kiriwina-Goodenough, Mr Gerald Beona. 

He served three terms as member representing his people of Kiriwina and in various 

capacities as Minister for Health and Tourism. He is also added to the sadness on this 

occasion apart from the other leaders that have passed on during this term of parliament. 

It sure is a sad day for the people of Goilala and Papua New Guinea. 
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Mr WILLIAM DUMA (Hagen – Minister for State Enterprises) – On behalf of 

the people of Hagen, my family and the Members of United Resource Party, I would 

express our heartfelt condolences to the mother, wife and children of the late Honourable 

William Samb. I also would like to offer my condolences to our Prime Minister who is 

the leader of Pangu Pati and its members for the sudden loss of a very important member.  

Mr Speaker, this son of Papua and the Member for Goilala unfortunately left us 

whilst on duty serving the country that he loved so much. He left us in a faraway land. 

He also left us when we are about to face our voters to ask them for the honour and 

privilege of representing them.  

Mr Speaker, when leaders pass on like that one tends to ask why. Of course, we 

know that God gives and God takes. We are all here to serve our people. We all come 

with honourable intentions to serve them very well to the best of our abilities. This 

gentleman who has left us was the performing minister in the true sense of the word.  

When he was the Minister for Bougainville Affairs, he gave his heart and soul to 

serving in that capacity. He was genuine when he dealt with the people of Bougainville. 

He then became the Minister for Transport and Infrastructure; he did the same. Finally, 

when he was the Minister for Commerce, he also tried his best during the limited time 

that was given to him to push for the much talked about SME. He was one-hell of a leader 

who has certainly left us.  

Mr Speaker, I first got to know him more when I met him and our Prime Minister 

at the residence of the Governor of West New Britain when we talked about forming this 

current government. I realised that despite his short stature like myself, he was very 

intelligent. He was a determined person and was very loyal to our Prime Minister, the 

Pangu Pati and government. Even when we faced a lot of challenges, even at the Loloata 

camp, again, he was the person most of the younger leaders of the coalition looked up to. 

He was rock-steady, cool, calm and collected. He was very tough.  
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Mr Speaker, I had on occasions joked with him and because of our short stature, 

I used to call him “giant bilong Goilala” (the Goilala Giant) and he called me “giant 

bilong ol Hagen” (the Hagen Giant). On some occasions he accused me of stealing his 

name because we are both called William. I always told him that I was born before him 

therefore he stole my name. I jokingly told him that he should go and mobilise the Goilala 

people to come and compensate me for stealing my name. He was a very special person.  

Mr Speaker, for the last 19 years as a Member of Parliament, I can honestly say 

that he is the best leader to have come from the electorate of Goilala. I really feel for the 

people of Goilala, particularly his immediate family and his supporters who worked very 

hard to ensure that he won to represent them. I don’t think he ever let his people of Goilala 

down in every sense of the word. He worked very hard and was very unique and different.  
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 Despite his physical stature, he was a giant of a man. I realise that it will be very 

difficult for the people of Goilala to work very hard again to produce and bring a leader 

like him to this Parliament again and I feel sorry for them. But, I know that when God 

gives and takes, he still ensures that his people will find a good replacement to replace 

this kind of man. His passing, Mr Speaker, will leave a big vacuum in the parliamentary 

wing of Pangu Pati and this government. But, as I’ve said earlier, God understands this 

and we will move on but it will take a long time for the people of Goilala to again produce 

a first class national leader like the Honourable William Samb and I thank God for 

blessing us with a man like him.  

Late Honourable William Samb, may your soul rest in eternal peace until we meet 

again.  

 

Mr MICHAEL NALI (Mendi – Minister for Works and Implementation) – 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. I also would like to pass my condolences just like Prime 

Minister, Opposition Leader and other senior leaders of our country. I stand on behalf of 

my people of Mendi and my family to send our condolences to the mother of late 

Honourable William Samb, his wife and the children, immediate families and the people 

of Goilala, Central Province, the first Papua, some of us here are last Papua.  

Mr Speaker, in NEC meetings the Honourable William Samb would sit at my 

right, but last couple of days at the NEC meeting, Honourable William Samb was not 

there. Instead, I saw some flowers on his seat and I am so sorry. We have similar 



20 

 

characters and sometimes in our NEC meeting, when I see his mind is somewhere else 

and not on the meeting, I would kick his leg just to wake him up and he would do the 

same to me as well.  

All of us leaders here provide leadership for people we represent and the country 

we are running and when you have conflict of interest on a work you are doing, regardless 

of how much effort you put in, your work will not be successful. You will think that no 

one is watching what you are doing but God created man and gave knowledge and 

wisdom to man who will watch over us. I saw brother William Samb as someone who 

has genuinely raised his hands to represent his people of Goilala and Papua New Guinea. 

Often times when we are at NEC discussing important issues, no one will convince him 

to make a decision where he feels that it is not right. He would stand and tell the truth 

and to him, a yes is a yes and a no is a no. We all have different characters and some of 

you are very strong religious men while some of us are not.   
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Some of us have our belief systems but we do allow for a few leisure activities like 

cracking jokes over one or two drinks. But you will hardly see the late Honourable brother 

have hard feelings against anyone. 

Mr Speaker, I served under the banner of Pangu Party at that time when the late 

brother a civil engineer by profession was working with the Department of Works under 

the National Roads Authority. He was a fine employee of the Department of Works but 

one thing that I find unique in him was; although I was the only member of the previous 

PNC Party ruled government and now, I am the only one serving the current government 

the responsibility that I hold as Minister for Works would have been easily taken away 

from me by this man, if he wanted to. Because his party is in power now and he was a 

civil engineer by profession and understands the work better than I do. It took me more 

time to understand the concept of this work because I am not a civil engineer by 

profession.  

I just want to say thank you though I don’t have any proof to highlight the actual 

work he did, but I think he was someone that was there to support me as Minister for 

Works and Implementation. 

I brought documents to him for help because not many members had civil 

engineering background serving this current government. He was the only one that 

understood all the work that I was doing in the ministry and he is always willing to 
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support me for a good reason, and that is to make sure that road infrastructure, 

maintenance and the Connect PNG program was continuing. 

I came to Parliament in 1992, and lost my seat for two terms, and was re-elected 

after that and it is now my twentieth year in Parliament. During this time, I can say that 

the people of Goilala were able to find the man they always hoped for and it was him. 

It’s a very sad moment today because it’s the peak moment of his life as a young man 

with young family. He still had so much to offer but unfortunately God gives and takes 

back.  

We always ask this question when people die, why many evil-minded people on 

this earth dont die and all the good people dont live longer. But Father God gives and 

takes lives in his own timing.   

Mr Speaker, I want to thank you and the officers of Parliament, all the leaders, the 

Prime Minister, the Opposition Leader and all of us for finding to accord him this respect. 

Mr Speaker, many of us here, the 111 Members of Parliament, have different 

abilities. As for this man, he was full of good behaviors and manners.  

What is the true meaning of the word leader? I want to explain leadership based on 

this allegory about my culture. When a leader from the Highlands slaughter pigs, he 

makes sure everyone gets a share each until he is left with nothing but just the knife in 

his hand. But, if he decides to take his share as well than that’s not a true leader.  

But a true leader will distribute the meat to everyone and is left with nothing but 

his knife and he wipes the oil on his leg and walks out. That is a true leader. 

Mr Speaker, for this current Government, the true anchor was the late Honourable 

William Samb, the true father of this Pangu Party and the true brother of the Prime 

Minister.                                                                    
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But we are all aware that his electorate is one of the electorates where there are 

no roads and it goes through tough terrains. But when you look in the budget book of our 

country and if anyone can correct me, he does not receive millions for his electorate. We 

all receive the same amount of funding. 

So to conclude, my brother late William, you come from Goilala, I come from 

Mendi and Tari, you are the Member for Goilala and a leader for the people of Papua 

New Guinea but you socialize with people from Mendi. My brother, on behalf of the 
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people of Mendi, I would like to extend my condolences to his family. My brother may 

you rest in peace. 

 

Mr GIMSON SAONU (Morobe) – Thank you, Mr Speaker.  

On behalf of the people of Morobe and my family, I join my fellow colleagues 

here to make my condolence speech.  

Mr Speaker, our late brother now lies here in front of us seated here today, we 

will all have our turn to die. On behalf of the people of Morobe, the nine districts and 

Pangu Pati in the province and Papua New Guinea as a whole, I would like to say that the 

Honorable William Samb was such a man where, you could not tell from his features if 

he was from Goilala; but, from his work and his lifestyle, he exposed Goilala in Central 

Province and Papua New Guinea. 

Morobe shares borders with six different provinces, one of which is Central 

Province and the nearest district is Goilala. Therefore, we feel that Goilala is part of 

Morobe through our beliefs and culture. So when the late Member came and showed his 

passion through his work and related the connection, we saw the Member as part of 

Morobe Province. I would like to say thank you, to the Deputy Prime Minister together 

with the late Member who stood together to raise Pangu Pati again. 

I thank the people of Goilala for believing in Pangu Pati, as the name states it, as 

‘Papua Niu Gini Pati or Papua Niu Gini United’ and giving us your son, who became a 

leader of this country. He has contributed a great deal to this nation on different levels as 

a Member, Minister and as the Deputy Leader of Pangu Pati in the southern region and 

contributed to the development of our country 

His work has showed that he has a passion for his people and the country even 

though he knew that he will not be a Prime Minister but he contributed only as a Minister 

and a member of the Cabinet and at a party level. 

Mr Speaker, the late Member has contributed a great deal through his work and 

his character to this country. 
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He was a man who possessed unique characters. 

Mr Speaker, his character spoke louder than himself. We are pleased with the way 

he conducted himself as an individual and how he served his department and office. 
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 Mr Speaker, the Pangu Pati has now lost its connection to the people of Goilala 

and Central Province because of his death. I know his passing away will bring in new 

Pangu Pati members for Goilala and the Central Province. 

Before he left for Dubai, I went to see him in his office and he said something 

important to me. He said; ‘You are the Governor from the border of Madang and Morobe 

Province and I am from the border of Central and Morobe Province. During the 

Governor’s Conference in Madang, you said, ‘the people sharing borders of different 

provinces in Papua New Guinea are like the lost sheep. The people in the front benefit 

from government services but, places like Goilala, Kabwum and others, who share 

borders are the lost sheep’  

‘If the planning system of the Government doesn’t accommodate them, they will 

always remain in the back. They believe in their churches but not in their government 

because government services do not reach them.’ 

He said, he remembered that from my speech at the Governor’s Conference in 

Madang. He then asked, if I have any border plans to share with the Governors of 

Madang, Morobe, West New Britain, Northern, Eastern Highlands and Gulf Provinces 

regarding border provinces. He wants to be included in those plans and programs to bring 

the coffee from Garaina to Nadzab. He said places like Goilala, who shared borders with 

other provinces have big needs. I may forget about other things he said, but never this. 

Mr Speaker, he was a young man, who had great potential to contribute more to 

this country but unfortunately, he passed away early. This is a good lesson to us, as 

members of Parliament. Can the Office of the Speaker consider providing proper medical 

checkups for us, so we can live a little bit longer? We have to finished our term of 

Parliament in good health. 

We have heard stories about the people of Goilala, but in my view, the Late 

William Samb was the rainbow of his people. His leadership portrays different colours 

and pictures to the people and the leaders of Papua New Guinea.  
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Most of the leaders have already described the type of leadership he displayed and 

so I would like to sum it by saying that, the people of Goilala have produced a rainbow 

leadership in this era. 

 Others have mentioned that the type of leadership he showed was unique and 

different from the previous leaders. This has portrayed Goilala in a different perspective. 
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But, to produce a leader like him will not be that easy, it will take years to find a leader 

with such quality and character of leadership. It is also a lesson to each and every one of 

us here and the nations as a whole.  

 Therefore, on behalf of the people of Morobe, Pangu Pati, Static pati, Provincial 

and National Pangu Pati Executives, I would like to thank the people of Goilala for 

producing a leader who has also helped in resurrecting Pangu Party once more.  

Pangu Pati is the first Party which was very instrumental in leading our country 

to Independence. The party itself reflected unity and the late leader portrayed that in his 

character I thank the people of Goilala for producing such a leader. 

I would like to also thank the Deputy Prime Minster, Honourable Sam Basil, for 

his support to the late leader in helping him to represent Goilala when he was then the 

Pangu Pati leader. I also thank him for his hard work in bringing back Pangu Pati and as 

a result, currently we are being led by the Pangu Pati Government. 

To the family of the late leader, though you have lost your father but the memories 

and his character must always remain in your hearts. 

It is now a challenge to the people of Goilala to produce a leader like the late 

Member can also portray a good image of Goilala in this country. 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

 

Mr TIMOTHY MASIU (South Bougainville – Communication and Information 

Technology) – Thank you, Mr Speaker. I would like to join my colleagues in saying a 

few words on the passing of our late brother, the Member for Goilala and Minister for 

Commerce and Trade, Honourable William Samb. 

Firstly, I would like to thank his mom who is seated in the public gallery, his wife, 

children, clan and tribe. I also thank the people of Goilala, his DDA members and CEO, 

Governor of Central who is the mourner at this time, have worked with during his time 

as a Member of Parliament representing the people of Goilala. 
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Mr Speaker, I wish to thank the former Pangu Pati Leader and the Deputy Prime 

Honourable Sam Basil on the appointment of the late Member and many other leaders 

have shared the same sentiments. With that I wish to thank the former Prime Minister 

Honourable Peter O’Neill for recognizing the late member’s potential, calibre and his 

integrity, and appointing him as the Minister for Bougainville Affairs. 
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It was a very important appointment. As Member for South Bougainville, I stand 

here on behalf of my people and Regional Member, Honourable Peter Tsiamalili to 

convey our sincere gratitude and recognition of the past government to appoint the late 

Member as the Minister for Bougainville Affairs.    

When he was appointed as Minister for Bougainville Affairs, we were in the 

process of going towards referendum. His actions speak louder than words because 

people of Bougainville are very difficult people to convince but because of the humble 

character he possessed; this leadership personality convinced us.   

He came to address people on the stage barefoot. He possessed a very unique 

leadership skill. He won the hearts and souls of Bougainville people that’s why when we 

went peacefully through the referendum period, because his outspoken character gave us 

hope and recognition. And he summed it up well when he spoke in the presence of the 

Member for North Bougainville, Honourable William Nakin and his people, he said ‘I 

give and the blessing, I will receive in Goilala’. 

And that summarized everything when he said that, so the people of Bougainville 

had a great bond with him. Why he has depart like this leaving us in despair. I have invited 

him to attend the opening of an airstrip in South Bougainville but he said ‘Minister I will 

go to Dubai’ and I wished him safe travel.  

The four colleague ministers of Pangu Pati came on his behalf; Honourable Rainbo 

Paita, Minister for National Planning, Honourable Joe Sungi, Minister for Public Service, 

Honourable Solan Mirisim, Minister for Forest and Honourable Pogio Ghate, Vice 

Minister for Agriculture.  

I am saying this is because he knew what will happen to him so, four of his 

colleague Ministers were accompanied by Regional Member of Bougainville and Vice 

Minister of Bougainville Affairs.  But William Samb will always be part of our history 

because he crossed the flooded rivers to reached the people on the other side.    
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 He crossed flooded rivers to reach people on the other side and talk to them and 

if it meant walking for days, he did it because of his good character traits that everyone 

has already mentioned.  

 To us he gave us that hope and sense of feeling and belonging in our mission to 

serve our people. I stand here to pay respect to all of you who have spoken out about this 

great man who not only contributed to his people of Goilala but to all of us one way or 
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other. Thank you to all of you, especially his family who stood by him while he carried 

out his duties well and we the people of Bougainville are grateful for his contribution.  

 Before I sit, I would like to appeal to the people of Papua New Guinea especially 

those who are always asking for so many things from MPs. A lot of times our people 

pressure us to provide for them, that we have answers to all their worries and problems 

and that we have all the funds to cater for everything that they want. Most of the MPS 

here will agree with me that these in itself is very difficult and we feel more pressured to 

carry out our mandated duties but we cannot do all that is put forward to us. And 

especially now that elections are just a few weeks away, the pressure is mounting to a 

higher level. 

 How many of my member colleague’s will agree that they have so many times 

changed their contact numbers. We want to have some peace and quiet, we do not have 

time to rest and eat properly, we do not have family time because each time we are trying 

to have personal time, there is always a call or message coming through. They even tell 

us that if you do not attend to my wants, you won’t get my vote. These are the types of 

pressures that our own people put us through. Yes, we wanted to represent you here in 

Parliament but we do not have all the answers and money to solve all your problems. 

 I ask the people of this country and my people of Bougainville be mindful of all 

the pressures that you put the leaders through and please protect your leader. Each person 

is different, others are able to handle pressure well while others are not so good at 

handling so much pressure. I believe this gentleman here is a fine leader, I knew him well 

before coming to parliament.  We both got elected as a result of by-elections and in his 

own way of welcoming me, he mentioned something which I will never forget, he 

referred to the both of us as ‘last born’ of this parliament. 

 As much as I love all my member colleagues, he was a good brother and friend 

who came from a very remote electorate like me., not so similar in the natural 

environment but the struggles are real. I want to thank the Prime Minister who is our 

party leader for acknowledging and making the national hauscry for a serving Minister.  

So, on behalf of my people of South- Bougainville and my family, I pass on my sincere 

condolences to the family, the people of Goilala and Central Province for the loss of a 

great leader. 
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Mr PILA NININGI (Imbonggu – Minister for Inter-Government Relations) – 

On behalf of the people of Imbonggu and my family, I would like to offer my sincere 

condolences to the people of Goilala and Papua New Guinea on the passing of my late 

brother, Honourable William Samb. He was a fine leader and also one that I admire. If 

he believed in something, he would not hold back but speak his piece of mind. Sometimes 

I like to follow his example and stand to express my ideas without fear or favour.  

Mr Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity to express gratitude for his 

support in making sure that the prime ministership came to the people of Southern 

Highlands and Hela. I thank him for having the trust in us to run the country. I also thank 

you for supporting the Member for Ialibu-Pangia, Honourable Peter O’Neill in his time 

as Prime Minister.  

Mr Speaker, the cause of death of late William Samb is something that needs to 

be addressed. I would like to bring to your attention as well as the Clerk that, our gym 

here in Parliament is not functioning. This is a place where we as Members of Parliament 

can go to and do some exercise to improve our health. As Members of Parliament, we 

cannot go out to public gyms to do personal exercises because of many reasons. The 

Parliament precincts is the only place accessible by Members and staff of Parliament. 

Can we please look into this matter and improve the place?  

Mr Speaker, the other issue that I want to bring to your attention is the food we 

consume here in Parliament. The food prepared and served here is something that needs 

much attention from your office. We have so far lost seven sitting Members of 

Parliament. If we do not improve then we could lose more Members of Parliament.  

Finally, I would like to commend the late Member for Goilala for having done a 

fine job as the representative of his people and as a state minister. He is small in stature 

but a giant in his ways of carrying out his duties. He will be remembered forever.  

May His Soul Rest in Eternal Peace!  

 

  Mr SPEAKER – Honourable Members, you all would like to express your 

condolences but time does not allow so I will only choose a couple more speakers.  
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Mr KONI IGUAN (Markham) – Mr Speaker, I rise to also join my colleague 

Members on behalf of the Speaker of Parliament Honourable Job Pomat, Clerk of 

Parliament, Deputy Clerk, Serjeant-at-Arms, securities, cleaners, and other staff of the 
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Parliament House to convey our condolences to the family, wife and the kids, brothers, 

mother, and family at home and the people of Goilala for the loss of the colleague 

Member Late Honourable William Samb. The late Honourable Minister will leave a 

footprint in this House and that footprint will never be forgotten as most of you have 

described him of who he was and that is a story to tell in this House and the people of 

Goilala and Papua New Guinea.  

To the mother who has felt the pain of giving birth to this child not knowing that 

one day he will be a Member of Parliament and today she felt another pain sitting up 

there watching her son who is now lying in this House that we all witness, we convey our 

condolences the wife and the kids will miss him in the house and will miss his jokes, his 

presence, they will see where he sat and ate, where he lay his clothes, and whatever he 

has left behind will be memorable to the family. I know the family will feel the pain of 

losing a father. We pray may God’s comfort be with you and may God’s leading hands 

leads you in the years to come without a father and the Lord will always be on your side. 

Before I sit, I would like to put myself into the shoes of my brother who lays 

before us here. Honourable Members, some of us are short men and as short men we have 

a story. Those of us who are short, always push ourselves from behind. We try all our 

best to match those who are taller than us. We always want to see what is before us. When 

tall men are in the front, they always block our sights to see what is happening in the front 

so we try our best to see what is actually happening. Sometimes we compete to be seen 

amongst the taller and bigger people. We feel that we are small in size and we will be left 

behind by taller and bigger people. This is how we short people always feel. But as you 

all have already described, we are short in size but big in heart. Being short in size, we 

always push ourselves to be recognised and my brother who is before us has demonstrated 

who we are. No matter what, you can see us small in our size but our heart is big for our 

people and what we can do, we do it with all our best to match ourselves with all of you. 

I am putting myself into the shoes of my brother who is now lying before us here. He did 

all he could and despity been physically short, he is big and tall in his heart and he has 

demonstrated that. He leaves a legacy that we will never forget.  

Once again, on behalf of my family and my people of Markham, the Speaker, the 

Clerk, and the Parliament, we wish our condolences to his family. 
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I first met William Samb when Sam Basil took him to my house. He ate the food 

that I cooked from the clay pot and that time I came to know William Samb; short in 

height as I am. From then on, I invited him to my own village to launch my district works 

machinery and my mother presented a kundu symbolising that we are brothers.  

I stand on behalf of my family and my people to pass our condolences to his family 

and the people of his electorate.  

Brother, may you rest in peace, thank you. 

 

Mr SPEAKER – Before the Honourable Governor of East New Britain speaks, I 

want to inform all members to make your condolences speech short to allow all members 

to speak. 

 

Mr NAKIKUS KONGA (East New Britain) – Mr Speaker, I thank all those 

members who have expressed themselves on the death of late William Samb. 

I sat down and heard a lot of good stories and I, too, want to make my speech. On 

behalf of the people of East New Britain, I pass my condolences to the family, his kids 

and particularly the mother, who has mentored this man to be somebody, and to the 

people of Goilala.  

Many good speeches we heard starting from the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime 

Minister, the Leader of Opposition and all the other members. I first met this man who is 

now laying in State, in 2001 in Rabaul when he was then employed by Shorncliffe.  He 

visited my office with a very tall expatriate guy and he was short. He introduced himself 

by saying that he was the engineer for Shorncliffe. The then national government awarded 

the contract to repair the North Coast road. In 2017, I met him here again.   

He stayed in Rabaul for one year. The road was constructed under his supervision 

and today the work that he did stands out today because they did a very good work. For 

instances, even the culverts still stand despite the big issue of climate change and his 

work still remains well today.  

As all the members have spoken highly of him, I, too, want to say that he was a 

person of perseverance and senior State Minister. I believe that with all his good work 

done, he was a God-fearing person. 

Mr Speaker, God gives life and God removes at times and today that happened and 

we all will say goodbye to him. 
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Mr Speaker, just one concern regarding the current members of Parliament. I left 

this Parliament some 21 years ago and I came back in 2017. In the past, this Parliament 

had an insurance cover policy which some of the speakers have highlighted.  

In this insurance cover policy, all members must deduct K2 000 from their salary 

every fortnight for this insurance cover policy.  

When I came here 2017, I checked but it was already thrown out so I suggest that 

it must be reintroduced back to Parliament.  

In support of all the members speeches, we are faced with a lot of pressures from 

our respective districts and provinces. The people think that we carry bags of money 

around with us.  
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 The Honourable Member also mentioned about this gym, which must be 

renovated and put back to place so that we can exercise.  

Mr Speaker, in those days some twenty years ago, Parliament had had a full-time 

nurse and we were thoroughly checked every month. This must be a prerequisite for the 

Government, because parliament has lost seven Members altogether including our late 

brother who lies here today. 

 Mr Speaker, through you, the insurance policy must be introduced back to ensure 

that all members of Parliament are checked monthly or during the parliament sitting. All 

members must undergo medical checks to make sure they are okay to attend to their work, 

in a way that they are very healthy. We must remember that a healthy person can do a lot 

of things and a very sick person will not do a lot of work.  

 Mr Speaker, on behalf of my people of East New Britain, we extend our 

condolences to the family. I will appeal to my people that they will continue to pray for 

his soul and for his family so that the Good Lord will give them that comfort.  

 Thank you Mr Speaker 

 

 Mr LEKWA GURE (Rigo) – Thank you, Mr Speaker, for giving me this 

opportunity to show tribute to Late Honourable William Samb. 

 As many previous speakers has said Late William Samb might have been 

physically short, but he was big in stature and character.  

 Firstly, on behalf of people of Rigo and my family, many of whom regularly 

interact with the Late William Samb, I convey our deepest and sincere condolences to the 
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family and the people of Goilala. His passing is not only a loss to his family and the 

people of Goilala but is also a loss to Central Province and Papua New Guinea as well.   

As many speakers have mentioned, although he was small in physical stature, 

Late William Samb had a big heart. A heart that he wore on his sleeve. And he was a 

person who also spoke his mind without fear or favour. For instance, on 3 November 

2018 during our Rigo cultural festival at Kwikila, he said to my wife, your husband is 

coming with me to Goilala next weekend and he has no choice. So the weekend after on 

the 10 and 11 of November 2018, I took the trip with him to  Goilala and we went to 

places like Aduai, where they have a bulb onion farm and then later on we went to his 

village Kembesi where we spent the night in the hausman and then the next day we went 

to Onengen where they have the coffee nursery. So those are some of the things that the 

Honourable William Samb, with his vision for his people, put in place for his people of 

Goilala.  

As we pay tribute, it is not only the person who has passed on that we make 

reference to, as we celebrate his life, we also talk about other people who might have 

interacted with him or shared the life with him. So in this instance as we go through the 

great journey of life, we interact and we cross paths with many people that add to the rich 

tapestry of life which also adds to our experiences.  

I want to make a particular mention of a couple that contributed greatly to this 

young man especially during his days at the University of Technology in Lae. I make 

mention of Late Rupa Kila and his wife pastor Miriam Kila, who were more like his foster 

parents when he was at the University of Technology. Late Rupa Kila passed away during 

a time when Late William Samb was in the States. This was the time he referred to 

Governors of East Sepik and Oro, who were all on the same trip, as his bodyguards. I was 

the one who communicated with him through whatsapp, and after expressing his 

condolences, he said go ahead and lay him to rest and I will pay my respects when I get 

back and in deed he did. A year or two later a soccer tournament was hosted in memory 

of Late Rupa Kila, the Late Honourable William Samb fulfilled that commitment. 

Being from the mountains, I guess he would have overcome his fear of the sea 

during the by election of Samarai murua, which the Deputy Prime Minister talked about, 

He was a regular visitor to the Papakala Beach where I am from, he was a regular visitor 

together with his family and electoral staff.  
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When he was the Minister for Transport and Infrastructure, he spoke passionately 

about the Jomard Passage in Milne Bay, and the contribution that this particular passage 

can make to the economy of Milne Bay and to Papua New Guinea. 

Let me finish off with my short tribute, a quote by the Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom, Winston Churchill during the Second World War. He said: 

‘No one is compelled to serve great causes unless he or she feels fit for it.’  

The operative word there, is fit. All of us can agree that, Late Honourable William 

Samb was a great and perfect fit for Goilala. Given his professional background as a civil 

engineer. He had great dreams for his people and electorate. 

With this short tribute, my friend, may you have a great journey, bon voyage and 

may you rest in God’s bosom. 

Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

 

Mr ROBERT AGAROBE (Central) – Thank you, Mr Speaker, Prime Minister, 

Honourable James Marape, Oppossition Leader, Belden Namah, ministers of State, 

fellow governors and members of Parliament.  

Mr Speaker, I also want to take this opportunity, like all our fellow leaders to pass 

my condolences to the mother, wife and children of the Late Honourable William Samb; 

to his family, tribe and the people of Goilala and Central Province, for the loss of not only 

a great leader, but a father, brother, husband, uncle, son and friend. At a very young age, 

he worked very hard in life which then qualified him to become a leader of his people, 

when he decided to do so. 

Mr Speaker, Goilala is one of the most remote districts in Central Province with 

a lot of tribal issues. It needed a good and strong leader with vision and charisma, who 

knew his people and can lead them out of a very isolated lifestyle and to harness better 

opportunities for the future generations. 

Late William Samb, invested a lot in education, as he believed this was the only 

way to give opportunity to the next generation of Goilalas to achieve his vision for a 

greater Goilala. He worked very closely with me to drive coffee in our One Crop-One 

District program. As our identity has a lot to do with branding, and having a successful 

brand, means getting recognition for the right reasons. 

Late William Samb, was always a National leader first, and a Central leader 

second. However, we both worked very hard for our people to change the stereotype 

mindsets that others static towards us. We were slowly setting strong foundation with our 
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people with the help of our good Prime Minister and our fellow Pangu leaders. And that 

led to strong support from our people to start working their land in line with our district 

development plan, our smart Central plan and our Marape Government’s plan on going 

rural. 

Now that you are gone, my brother, I will continue to do our people’s work, just 

like we talked about because you have set a good foundation that I can follow to achieve 

that vision that you longed for. And that’s for a better lifestyle for our people of Goilala, 

Central Province and Papua New Guinea. 

On behalf of my family, your people of Goilala, our people of Central Province 

and your Bully-Beef team, I farewell you, bamahuta, tadigu lalokau. May our good God 

bless your beautiful soul. 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

 

Mr CHRIS HAIVETA (Gulf) – Thank you, Mr Speaker. I rise to share similar 

sentiments with my colleagues, who have spoken before me and on behalf of the people 

of Gulf Province, whose electorate of Kerema has also lost its member, borders of Bulolo 

and Goilala electorate who share the same challenges in development. 
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 Mr Deputy Speaker, I will make it short, but in doing so. Let me thank his 

people who mandated him into this House, the people who made it possible for all of us 

here to farewell him. His relevance to this Government and to this Parliament is 

immeasurable. On the outset, I want to thank his family, especially the parents who gave 

birth to him in his village in Tawave Tribe in Goilala. 

 His father was a councillor and ward member before he passed on early. Those 

leadership traits are so obvious in the way that William served his people in his electorate, 

this nation outside of this Chamber, within this Chamber in the party caucus and the 

Government caucus. 

 I want to thank Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and Pangu Pati for 

endorsing him, working with him ensuring that his dreams of saving his people was 

achieved seven years ago, taking him to the opposition to defend the rights of our people, 

and from the Opposition, to get re-elected into Parliament. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, it is my view that every member of this Parliament, when 

they first enter the Parliament must serve the Opposition. They must feel the challenges 
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of having little no resources. They will know the feelings of our people thoroughly, when 

serving in the opposition. 

Mr Deputy Speaker,because after that when you are come to government and 

you appointment as a Minister, you know that you can do a better job rather than coming 

straight the Floor of Parliament and being appoint as a a Cabinet Minister. 

 I want to thank the Honourable Peter O’ Neill the former Prime Minister for 

recognising him and giving him a very challenging portfolio to look after Bouganville as 

you have heard from Honourable Sir Puka Temu. The laid the foundation on which our 

relationships with Automatous Regions of Bouganville is now built on. 

 Lastly, I want to thank our Prime Minister, Parliamentary Leader of Pangu Pati 

for holding him firm and steadfast in ensuring that in the party room as in our Government 

Caucus, in NEC and in our various interactions members. William has outshore many 

members who served longer terms in the relevance of involvement in shaping national, 

an impact that me all feel today.                    
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This is a loss for our nation, as well as his family and the people of Goilala; the 

three great tribes of Kunimaipa, Tanade, and Fuyuge. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, the position we hold in life especially when we serve in office, 

it belongs to our people. When we are in charge of these responsibilities, it is also 

important to note that we must balance ourselves. We must take charge personally, of our 

health. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, health is a personal responsibility and it is not the 

responsibility of this Parliament. It is our responsibility to ensure that we all stay healthy 

to live long so that when we are not saving members of Parliament, we move on to do 

other things in life.  

We have lost seven members in this Tenth Parliament. It’s a record that indicates 

that something is very wrong, whether it’s trend among leaders or it’s the trend in this 

nation. It is an epidemiological question which I cannot answer, only the health experts 

can answer, but we must do our individual best to stop it.  

Parliament can make services available but if they are not used and have fallen into 

disrepair as it happened in the past, we cannot blame Parliament.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, in closing, I wish to thank my colleague, the Governor of 

Central Province, in his last five years, I have seen him working very closely with 
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William to bring coffee from Goilala and Kaintiba promoting to the world stage and 

packaged it for export.  

I wish to thank the Prime Minister for appointing him as Minister for Transport and 

ensuring that connect PNG comes to fruition as part of his legacies. In the next couple of 

weeks, we will be driving for the first time from Mt Hagen in the highlands of our 

country, down to Kikori in Gulf Province, fulfilling the dream. One day, maybe five or 

ten or fifteen years, we can do the same by driving from Lae down to Port Moresby. 

I wish to thank him on behalf of my people, his efforts in Government and Cabinet 

to ensure that the people of Goilala and Central Province, Gulf Province and Motu Koita 

received their share of the GST from the National Capital District. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Gulf and Central Provinces, especially people of Goilala have 

shared common colonial history, missionary history and education history.  
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We were security guards, cooks, gardeners in a colonial time, In the early 

settlements in the city where there was a Goilala settlement, there was a Kerema 

settlement and vice versa; our people have lived together peacefully over the years and 

come in regard each other as one people. So, it is with a sad heart that I pass on behalf of 

my people our deep and sincere condolences on the loss of Honourable William Samb to 

his family, to his people and also, on behalf of my Party, Pangu Party, Our Party, in Gulf 

province may you rest eternal peace. 

 

Mr WILLIAM POWI (Southern Highlands) – Thank you Mr Deputy Speaker, 

I would like to on behalf of the people of Ialibu-Pangia, Nipa -Kutubu, Mendi, Kagua-

Erave and Immbongu and the Southern Highlands. I send out my sincere condolence to 

the family, the people of Goilala and the Pangu Pati for the passing of Honourable 

William Samb. Yesterday as part of our customary obligation on behalf of my people I 

also took the time to visit the Haus-Cry at the stadium, here in Waigani.  This was to 

show our appreciation to the people of Goilala and Central Provinces that we have lost 

one of our finest leaders.  

Over the last ten years and from my observation, under the leadership of this 

great leader, Goilala’s leadership has been elevated to an unprecedented level. A lot of 

times people and even us leaders, we are so fool of criticisms, we become very 

pessimistic. We do not give objective criticisms to develop the person or province but 
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subjective criticisms where we put people down. I want to say here, that please all good 

people respect our leaders for what they believe in.  

Most times our death tributes are cantered our the good that a person does never 

the bad things. But when they are alive we try our very best to shoot each other down. I 

want to remind all of us here in this House to come to realise what our job is as a 

Parliamentarian, what are we really mandated here for? Our job in my view is to set the 

vision for this country; in the progress, transformation, governance, service delivery and 

move forward. 

We need to set the vision for 20- 50 years of what we want the country to be. In 

my view here is the testimony of a man from Goilala, from no where set the vision in 

accompanying the Prime Minister and those of us under Pangu Pati set the vision for 

transformation and service delivery. And this was done through empowering the little 

man in the villages, the communities and the districts. I wish to say this to the people of 

Goilala, Central Province and the rest of the country that; you do not need to come from 

a very well-off place to set the destiny. God is the giver of the knowledge who is the 

source of which a leader leads to follow and serve.   

The loss is felt by all but I would like to say especially to his Mother and his 

children thank you for the life of your son and father, physically we have lost him but 

know that he has set a bench-mark a vision that we should all try to follow. 

Almost two and a half years we as a Government have tried to drive this 

transformation agenda and now we have los one of our driving forces in this late leader.  

 

Mr JOHN SIMON (Maprik – Minister for Agriculture) – hank you, Mr Deputy 

Speaker.  It would be rude of me to not share my heartfelt condolences to our late 

Minister, this great leader from Goilala. I stand before this Parliament to offer my 

heartfelt condolences on behalf of my family and my people of Maprik especially to his 

mother who is here with us today. Watching the son lying here in the Chamber. She 

maybe thinking this is not true, that he is not in the coffin and probably can’t believe this 

right now. 

My brother, everything we discussed and talked about, why like this? I 

remember we were together at Laguna when you advised me, by the pool.  
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I remember when we were together at Laguna Hotel when you advised me by the 

pool that you were going to name your son ‘confidence’, you said there is no such thing 

as a Vote of No-confidence, there is only confidence.   

I remember our trip to Nohge in Goilala for coffee. We laughed and joked and 

shared many things. My brother to stand here and address you as late Samb, does not sit 

well with me. You are someone who is always in search of ways to improve your rural 

economy. We both come from rural economies and rural districts but yours is the 

toughest. I remember you calling me from Port Moresby when I was in Dubai. You asked 

me “brother you where?” I told you, I was in Dubai and told you to come across because 

I am looking for a market to sell your Goilala coffee. You called me again when you were 

in Singapore but by the time you arrived in Dubai, you were already in your sick bed.  

Mr Speaker, I visited you on behalf of Prime Minister and the Government before 

returning to Port Moresby. You told me “brada mi bai orait, yu go” (I will be alright, you 

go back). This was on Wednesday night and on Thursday, I was in Singapore when I 

heard that you passed on. My brother, why? You are a true Goilala champion and a true 

Goilala son. You will not be around but we will always remember you as late Samb. One 

day, we will all be remembered as the late member. It is sad but this is the way of life.  

My brother, most of us in the Pangu camp will remember you when, we see your 

son, Confidence. There were many things that we talked about but unfortunately, you 

have left us too early. Our heavenly Father has the answers to your sudden departure but 

as human beings, we cannot question his decisions. I will remember this moment and our 

times together when I see your son, Confidence.  

Thank you, people of Goilala, the mother and family for giving him to us in 

service. May God bless your soul.           
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Brother, thank you, may God bless your soul. We will miss you sadly. Thank you 

people of Goilala, thank you mother and the family.  

 

Mr WIN BAKRI DAKI (Tambul-Nebilyer) – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

On behalf of my family and my people of Tambul-Nebilyer, I would like to express my 

sorrow to my brother. I can’t believe that you are gone, my brother, I will miss you. You 

are a brother right from my heart. God, why did you allow this death? But I trust you 

God, you make the final call. You allow a man to come to this earth through birth and 
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you call a man home to you through death and the final call is God. God, I trust that you 

saw the future of my late brother William Samb. He had a big heart but was small in size. 

He had a big heart for serving Goilala as well as the country. Why has God taken his life 

back, I ask God but I believe he makes the final call. One day this same thing will happen 

to all of us who are here. Oneday God will call each one of us leaders here and we will 

go to the same place. I believe in God and while the late William Samb’s casket is here 

in the Honourable House, I want to appeal to all the Members that leadership is all about 

respecting one another whether you are in the Opposition or in the Government. Late 

William Samb was an unique man. You would be confused, was he in Opposition or the 

Government. He is a person who used to be with both the Opposition and the 

Government. It didn’t matter whether he was in the Government or in the Opposition. To 

all of us here, we must change our mindsets and stay as brothers and look forward for our 

country like how late William Samb used to do.  

Very sorry my brother, we used to sit together and tell stories and now you are 

gone, I will miss you. But one day when Jesus comes, I’ll meet you up there. Brother, 

may your soul rest in peace.  

Thank you. 

 

Mr WERA MORI (Chuave-Minister for Environment, Conservation & Climate 

Change) – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I would like to also join the colleague leaders 

to pay our tribute to this great leader. I know that in the Chamber with me, other colleague 

leaders from the Chimbu province collectively pay our tribute to this man who had 

become, in fact, one of the icons of Papua New Guinea politics. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, a mother has lost her dear son who had reared him in the 

mountainous terrains of Goilala. A beautiful wife has lost a husband whom together had 

fathered children and of course, the children have lost is their idol, icon and father.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, the late Honourable Member and Minister had a long 

association with us the Chimbus and we used to call each other Chi-Goi not only on the 

Floor of Parliament but everywhere. He had a lot of friends from Chimbu while at the 

University of Technology where they studied the same field of Civil Engineering 

together. But, also, in some part of his working life, before he got formally engaged in 

the Department of Works and later with the National Parliament, he also worked with 

Chimbu entrepreneurs and his contributions will be remembered. 
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Mr Deputy Speaker, it is difficult to accept what is a factual reality until at such 

time we will come to realise that we have lost someone.   
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It is fitting and proper that his legacy must live on. When he became Minister for 

Commerce he said to me that I had done some work in commerce which must be 

supported. And I asked him of what in particular and he said, we talk economic recovery 

and other agendas that we try to drive, but one of the things that I have realised which 

you have driven is how we can recover and how we can basically recover the economy 

of this country through agriculture using the corporative model. And that struck me and 

so I would like to basically propose that in times like this some of the good efforts and 

visions that he has provided because I know he was a leader who had never ever believed 

in rhetoric and it was never part of him because he called a spade a spade. It is important 

that in such situation we have got to realise that there is a gap and we must fill in those 

gaps. 

Five days before he went to Dubai, I met him in Bougainville, he was there two 

days earlier than me. I basically went there to Torokina to investigate those dead fish and 

what was the cause of it. He was already at work and left no stone unturned because he 

wanted to see what he would want to be driven as a government. He lived and worked to 

the best of his abilities. 

Mr Speaker, with these few remarks on behalf of all the Simbu community, the 

Provincial Government of Simbu, the people of Simbu and his professional colleagues 

from Simbu, I convey our deepest condolences to the family of late William Samb, who 

in fact is a hero, thank you.  

 

Mr WILLIAM NAKIN (North Bougainville) – Thank you Mr Speaker, I too want 

to join in with the rest to pay tribute to the late Honourable William Samb, he was a true 

man of integrity and great leader. 

It took a while for me to know him but I was surprised when he asked me to 

accompany him to attend a conference in Malaysia. What a man. He was a great leader 

and full of humility and simplicity.   

I invited him to accompany me to present the Works machineries for the roads and 

he accepted this invitation. He allocated time just to come to North Bougainville and the 
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vice minister for Planning, Honourable Kobby Bomoreo and the Minister for Civil 

Aviation, Honourable Walter Schnaubelt accompanied him. 

During his speech he stated that he was happy to give the people of North 

Bougainville all these machineries, but his people of Goilala will reap the blessings. At 

that time all the people of North Bougainville really appreciated it. And when he became 

Minister for Bougainville Affairs, this was a great opportunity for Bougainville.  
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As the Minister for Communication has stated, it was very important to 

Bougainvilleans because it had joined all of us together in giving the opportunity to the 

people to recognize and see where they were and what they can do during this time. He 

has done a very good job in doing this. 

Late Honourable William Samb, I am happy and I say thank you for the work that 

you have done in training the people of Bougainville in giving them the opportunity to 

have a choice in themselves. 

On behalf of my family, I would like to convey my sincere condolences to the 

family, especially the mother of the late Honorable William Samb, to the immediate 

family, and the people of Goilala, to Pangu Pati and the people of Central. I present this 

condolence message to a good leader, a good brother, Honourable late William Samb. 

 

Mr RICHARD MASERE (Ijivitari) – Thank you Mr Speaker. I would like to 

covey my condolence message on behalf of the people of Ijivitari and my family. I’d like 

to convey our deepest sympathy, deepest sorrow and deepest condolences to the family, 

his people of Goilala and of Central on the passing of a great leader. 

 His wife and children will be the most hurt during this time. The world will 

continue, people will move on in life, but for the wife and children, I feel for them today. 

They are the ones that will carry this pain for the rest of their lives and I feel very saddened 

for his children who are very young and will grow up without a father and a role model 

figure in the family. For his mum who’s here today, my biggest and greatest sympathy to 

her. When you talk to your mum and your dad, they will always tell you that it’s better 

they go first before their children. But here the mother is still alive and the son is gone. 

His mother’s heart is broken, and my heart is broken for her and his wife and his children. 

While all the brothers and leaders were sharing in the House today, a story that was told 
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to me kept resonating in my mind and I want to share it here today, just to bring a picture 

of this late leader of ours the late Honourable William Samb. 
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In US, they have a special force they recruit from within the army, air force, the 

marine and the navy forces. On a particular recruitment period, they decided to segregate 

the group that they were selecting. Everyone were grouped according to their height, 

years of service and physical strength. In one group, there were only short men.  

Every time when a task was given to them, the other groups failed, except the 

group of short men. Sometimes they came in second or third places but most times they 

came first. When they were thrown into the ocean, dropped into the jungle or given 

whatever tasks, they always came first because of their determination to complete their 

given tasks. 

What we are sharing here shows just that for the Late William Samb. Whatever 

task that we gave him, he always set out to complete it. That was how big his heart was. 

That was how great of a man he was. He made up for his height by ensuring that whatever 

was given to him, was always completed with diligence and to the best of his ability. 

That is what we will miss from him in this Parliament and going into the future. 

He was a determined leader in making sure that whatever the task that was given to him, 

or the ministry that was given to him, he was always determined to make sure he produced 

and delivered the right results to this Government and the country. 

I knew him when I became a Member of Parliament for the very first time. Like 

every first- time Member, we were faced with a lot of negative sentiments. I was attacked 

on my social media page as a new Member of Parliament. He was one Member of 

Parliament that always comes to my defense. He will encourage the people to give me an 

opportunity to prove myself. He always stood up for me and I will miss him for that. 

When my son was selected for university, he was the first political leader to 

respond and congratulate my son. When he passed away, my son forwarded that message 

to me saying he remembered him and would want me to convey his deepest sympathy to 

his family. 

Papua New Guinea lost a great leader today. I stand with all the leaders to convey 

my sympathy to the Prime Minister, the Pangu Pati leaders and executives for losing a 

stalwart leader, a strong pillar of Pangu. 
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I know what he has left behind will be cherished by you all. His leadership and 

style will be carried on into the next election and remind the people of the type of leader 

that stood for what he believed in. 

With that on behalf of my people of Ijivitari, I pass my condolence to the family 

of the Late William Samb. 

Thank you. 

 

Mr JOE SUNGI (Nuku – Minister for Public Service) – Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

I stand here on behalf of the people of Nuku, to show my last respect to my brother and 

colleague, Late William Samb. 

I was with him but I never knew he was going to leave us. 
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On the 11 March 2022 when your body arrived from Dubai, that was the day we 

were supposed to go to the Nuku district from Wewak via a helicopter for you to go and 

open a new bridge and workshop building for the district.  

My people of Nuku do not know you, but they know that you are the member for 

Goilala and for the first time, Mr Speaker, the name Goilala became well known in Nuku 

through politics. 

Mr Speaker, we spent five years together in Parliament, that’s more than four 

years at any university. So, we both had a bondage and friendship and through our 

relationship in Parliament we begin to bond Papua New Guinea because we represent our 

electorates, 89 districts plus the additional 6 and our provinces and Bougainville together. 

We spent five years in one camp and those that come back again second, third and fourth 

term, you build a bond like a family.  

Mr Speaker, today as we express our condolences, we speak from our hearts 

because we bonded as a family. And through these members of Parliament, we bring the 

whole of Papua New Guinea together as a family through our democratic system and our 

parliamentary system that we have adopted through the Westminster system. And I would 

like acknowledge this parliamentary system that we have adopted, that through this 

system we’ve been representing our people and we begin to know Papua New Guinea 

through the representation of members of Parliament. 

Goilala may have not been popular before, because when we spoke about the 

Minister for Bougainville Affairs and Minister for Transport and Minister for Commerce 
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those are only titles, but when Speaker calls us he addresses us by the names of our 

respective electorates that we represent. For example, when you call upon the Late 

Honourable William Samb, you don’t mention his name, you address him as member for 

Goilala. So what I would like to say is that brother Willam Samb, the Honourable 

Minister has raised the profile of Goilala from a not so popular area in the country. He 

raised the profile of Goilala up to a level where all Papua New Guineans now know 

Goilala. Similar to the vehicle motor dealers, when a new brand of a vehicle comes out 

and people buy it, they want to know where it was purchased or where it came from. It is 

the same for members of Parliament. When the people vote in a good leader, that leader 

carries the name of that electorate and expounds the name of the electorate by his actions. 

Therefore, the Late Honourable William Samb did that for his electorate. 
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The late Honourable Minister William Samb has lifted the leadership standard of 

Central Province and Goilala. 

I had the privilege to travel with him to Tapini and then traveling to other places 

together Prime Minister. In return, he came to Vanimo to show appreciation and 

recognition by fixing one of our wharfs there, and from Wewak we came back to Goilala. 

We know that Goilala is so close to Port Moresby and yet so far away. He passed on but 

life will change.    

Mr Speaker, I would say that it is with heartfelt sorrow as we farewell one of our 

colleague on the eve of elections. During the elections, it is the time to reflect back on 

who is going to represent us on the Floor of Parliament.  

The late Honourable William Samb has raised the leadership standard and the 

people of Goilala in coming election will know, who is the real leader to represent them 

on the Floor of Parliament. The choice is with the people of Goilala because the 

benchmark has already been set for them to see and elect the right person to serve them 

well.  

On behalf of my people, to honor the late Minister, if he was alive and went to 

Nuku, he would have opened one of the latest modern workshops building which built 

with steel and contains five bedrooms with complete office facilities. Since he won’t 

attend the opening ceremony of the building, we have decided to name this building in 

memory of him. When people travel to the border area or East Sepik, they will see his 
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name, ‘William Samb’, on the building. It may be just a name, but it represents the people 

of Goilala in the remotest part of Sepik.  

Thank you, very much again for the times that we’ve spent together. Thank you, 

Prime Minister and members of the House, for the support you have given to recognize 

and pay respect to our great leader. May your soul rest in eternal peace with the Lord. 

Thank you.    

 

Mr SOLAN MIRISIM (Telefomin – Minister for Defence) – Thank you, Speaker. 

I also rise to join my colleague members to pass my condolences to the late Minister, 

William Samb family, on behalf of my people of Telefomin. Telefomin is similar to 

Goilala.   

I came to know late William Samb in 2016, when he contested the Goilala by-

election. During his schooling days from Sogeri National High School to University, his 

best friends were students from Telefomin. When he contested by-election, they called 

me and urged me to support him as he was contesting in the by-election. I met him at 

Holiday Inn.  

He waited and when I arrived he said, ‘Member I am from Telefomin’. Some of his 

character and mannerisms were similar to Telefomin people because of his friendship 

with his former classmates. I have supported him during the by-election and he said ‘he 

will win’ with confidence. Just a few years ago, he won and came when I was with PNC 

Party. I have invited him to join PNC Party and he was adamant to stay with Sam Basil’. 
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 He was a no-nonsense guy, whose loyalty as a friend and colleague never 

changed. He always stayed true to his word.  When this Government was going to be 

formed in 2019, he was one of those leaders who brought with him not one but seven 

other Members of his party to the camp.  

 We the Members from Pangu Pati will surely miss him as he was the Pangu 

Member for the parliamentary wing. He was the man who would be our spokesman to 

carry our burdens to the Prime Minister. He always had a way of bringing everyone 

together and he knew how to put you off too.  He always told us to use our heads, a man 

of few words, who wanted everyone to think before talking. 

 I liked working with him and by him because we both came from electorates that 

were very remote. He had very strong leadership skills and his shoes would be too big to 
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fill, for a man, small in stature.  I stand here also representing his former school mates, 

his friends and my people of Telefomin, we will surely miss this man, a great friend and 

leader.   

 He once accompanied me to Telefomin and was amazed that I had a CHW training 

center, whereas he was close to Port Moresby and did not have such training facility. He 

said he would send students from Goilala to be trained there.  Upon our return to the city, 

he lived up to his word and sent six students to train and become community health 

workers. These students will complete their training by the end of this year. 

  

 Mr WESLEY RAMINAI (Kagua-Erave – Minister for Higher Education, 

Research, Science and Technology) – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I would also like 

to pass my sincere condolences to the family and the people of Goilala and Central 

province. It is a loss not only for you, but also the nation and Kagua-Erave is by your side 

as you mourn the loss of your father, brother, son and leader.  He normally sits to my left 

here in the Chamber and today that seat is now vacant. We on this side of the Chamber 

always share jokes together and we are truly missing his company. 

 He was a fearless leader who showed his courage especially during Government 

Caucus meetings and if he thinks that things are not right, he will speak up. He was very 

honest in his dealings as Member of Parliament. For a man of small stature, he always 

proved his point by slamming down his fist on the table, if he disregarded with what was 

said. Goilala is not an easy electorate to represent, but this man proved he can and he did. 
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It’s a very mountainous and rigid region in terms of planning and delivering 

services. On top of that, the Goilala people suffer from a stigma associated with bad 

reputation over the years which is far from reality.  

Mr Speaker, late William Samb worked very hard not just to bring development 

and services but to change that negative perception, by removing that Goilala stigma. In 

a short time, he travelled thousands of miles just for the people of Goilala.  

Mr Speaker, the Prime Minister, honourable James Marape would agree that the 

late Samb was one of the architects of change in the former government to the current in 

May 2019. He played a key role in the rise of Pangu Pati from near obscurity to the 

leading coalition in government with close to 40 members of Parliament. The late Samb 

was instrumental in helping the Prime Minister formulate some of the key policies of 
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Marape-Basil Government that is saving economic growth and transforming the transport 

sector in our country.  

Mr Speaker, late Samb has left us suddenly while a lot remains to be delivered 

and to be achieved for our people. We are devasted by the loss of such a highly talented 

person. A leader with such energy and vision. He was a patriot who was so focused on 

uplifting the welfare of his Goilalal people and our nation. As we bid him farewell on this 

Floor, we must commit to ensure that his dream, his fight for a better life for his people 

of Goilala is honoured by fulfilling and completing the projects that he has already 

started. 

Gone too soon my brother, late William Samb. May His Soul Rest in Eternal 

Peace! 

 

Mr JOHNSON TUKE (Kainantu – Minister for Mining) – On behalf of my 

people of Kainantu, my family, and Eastern Highlands, I would like to express my 

condolences to the family of the late William Samb including his mother, wife and the 

children.  

This afternoon, we have all talked about the relationships and the associations that 

we have with him in many different encounters, whether it is at a professional front or 

social front. We have a relationship to mention and express especially when we lose a 

loved one. Before us, we have the body of the late minister. Our good Lord has given us 

tears and we shed it in times of joy and sorrow. We are given a life by God to carry out 

our duties to do what we have to do 
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Amongst many leaders, we have been given the opportunity. We are on a mission 

and that is to serve the people of Papua New Guinea in this House.  

I have an opportunity and I wish to take this opportunity, Mr Deputy Speaker, to 

thank the Member for Ialibu-Pangia, who has given me an opportunity to sit with the later 

Member in his Cabinet. He is a very patriotic person. He’s a man after the peoples’ heart. 

So, again, I was given another opportunity by Pangu Pati, the Prime Minister of the 

current government to also enjoy another session or another benefit of sitting with him in 

the Cabinet. He is a real Papua New Guinean to discharge his duties diligently. The man 

before us, you have indeed done well for your people of Goilala and the people of Central 

Province.  
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I for one, I have a personnel relationship with you. In personnel relationship with 

you, we jokingly call each other private property (PP). Our personnel relationship 

migrated and translated into moral obligations at a time of the political impasse. When 

you asked me, I listen to nobody, I heard you, I listened to you and I followed you because 

of that relationship that I had with you. Thank you, my late colleague, you and a few at 

the party had me retain my position as the Minister for Mining in the current Government, 

irrespective of the fact that I am the lone Member of PPP. 

I thank you on behalf of the people of Eastern Highlands Province, my family 

members and the people of Kainantu. Eastern Highlanders are known for securing social 

ministries, but you have enlightened the people of Eastern Highlands with an economic 

portfolio. My colleague, I take my cap off for you. My good brother, may you rest in 

peace.  

Thank you. 

 

Mr SAKI SOLOMA (Okapa – Minister for Energy) – Thank you, Mr Deputy 

Speaker for giving me this time to also convey my condolence for the late leader.   

After the 2017 General Election, Pangu Pati camped up in Eastern Highlands 

Province. That time, the current Deputy Prime Minister called us to Eastern Highlands to 

camp up there so the founder of Pangu Pati and the late brother, Honourable William 

Samb came to Eastern Highlands. At that time, the eight Open Members of Eastern 

Highlands Province had their parties too so they went, they were in their party but the 

Member for Lufa, Member for Karamui – Nauwe were THE party members and myself, 

so we were there.  

So, the story of Pangu Pati forming the government started in Eastern Highlands. 

From there, when we move from camp to camp as usual during government formation. 

This late brother, William Samb as described by previous leaders is very humble.  

When somebody is already too humble, how can you go down that low because 

you have reached that threshold of humbleness. He knows very well to rub shoulders with 

every leader, during the formation of the government. In that courtship, where we were 

together, he became like a glue by holding us together not because of anything but 

because of the conscience and the principle that we believed in it, like the saying goes, 

‘like-minded people stick together’. We were there together and the leaders who were in 

the team in Goroka were as follows; Honourable Moriape Kavori, Honourable Dr Kobby, 

Honourable Sam Basil, Honourable Geoffrey Kama, Honourable Rainbo Paita, 
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Honourable Kennedy Wange, Honourable Konny Iguan, late Thomas Pelika. In 

mentioning his name, I want to pay my respect to the serving members of this Parliament 

who have also died.  
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The Honourable Chris Nangoi, Honourable Lekwa Gure, Honourable Governor, 

Robert Agarobe, Honourable John Rosso, and Honourable Governor, Ginson Saonu.  

That’s the team we formed as team Eastern Highlands, for this reason I must say 

thank you for this opportunity by Pangu Pati for chosing Eastern Highlands this dream to 

form the government started.  

On behalf of the people of Eastern Highlands and the people of Okapa, I pass my 

condolences and as a mark of respect, I attended the haus cry and contributed some food 

and money just to shown our brotherhood.  

But through your leadership, you have shown us many things. What I learnt from 

you is, you don’t beat around the bush. You are always honest and you stand on what you 

believe in, and you honour your words. You don’t gossip. These are some of your good 

deeds that held this team together.   

With respect to the former Prime Minister, during the Vote of No Confidence, some 

of us followed the former Finance Minister and the current Prime Minister. You came 

with our brothers from Pangu Pati and you didn’t waste time appointing James Marape 

to be the Prime Minister. And from there you acted as a little general in constantly 

checking on us whether we were fine or not. Your back ground as a civil engineer also 

came into play, and you were the man on the ground holding the troops together.  

The crown marker is you and you started it first and here we are, your best 

leadership in this government to serve our people. The next election is just around the 

corner for the people to give us the mandate and it would have been proper for you to live 

and see the government which you formed on this Floor of Parliament, if it will make it 

after the next election or not. But God has plans for all of us.  

With this, I take my hat off and pay my respect to the wife, children, the DDA 

members of late William Samb. Your humility and good deeds will remain with us 

forever. 

May you rest in peace, thank you brother. 
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Mr RAINBO PAITA (Finchaffen – Minister for National Planning and 

Monitoring) – Thank you, Mr Speaker, I too join in with all my colleagues on this Floor 

to express our condolences to our leader and comrade in this Honourable House.  

Before I make my speech, I would like to thank all the other leaders who have 

expressed their condolences in words and contribution throughout the week, and any form 

of assistance to show our sorrow to one of our comrade. I thank you all. 

I thank the Leader of Opposition with the other leaders in the Opposition side. The 

Member for Esa’ala representing PNC, thank you for these very kind gesture.       
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Member for Esa’ala, thank you for those very kind words as we gather to celebrate 

and share our sorrow on this very sad day. 

Mr Speaker, I think most words have been said about this great gentleman and 

just sitting here looking at all our brothers where we share the same floor with and share 

our sorrows, it must be a feeling for the family. And members of parliament will only 

appreciate this when I say it, that most times, most people don’t appreciate and recognize 

us in our own homes and what we do. It must be a feeling for the family, the kids and the 

wife to sit here and hear those wonderful words that are spoken of this great man and 

leader. At most times they don’t understand the sacrifices that we make as leaders, as 

members of Parliament, as governors, as ministers and the time we spent and sometimes 

most times we are not at home, where are we?  These are the stories that we accumulate 

on the Floor where we say, he was here, he was there, he was launching this project, he 

came here, he came to give me machines here or he was in this house. Our families will 

always question, where has this man gone? And at times like this they appreciate what 

their father or husband has done when he was not at home. The country begins to 

appreciate leaders only when they pass away. I think he was at the height of his political 

career and now the family is seated here and we honour and pay tribute to this man.  

As a friend who shared the bench with him, I would like to say thank you to the 

opposition and the Government members. When they say big things come in small 

packages, this was the man. Even for someone so small and listening to speakers talk 

about the way he interacted with his fellow leaders and ministers from different walks of 

life, for a guy so small, he left a space so big. That’s the kind of person he was. And I 

would like to say thank you for all the words spoken of him as brothers of this Floor. 



50 

 

Just one or two stories I would like to make mention. I would like to say thank 

you to the Deputy Prime Minister. His transition into politics and him becoming member 

was in a way greatly contributed by the Deputy Prime Minister back then as leader of 

Pangu Pati. When they started together and he won, people like me joined the queue in 

joining the party and learnt about politics because we wanted to be politicians. If you 

wanted to play rugby, you join rugby. If you wanted to be a mechanic you will be close 

to mechanics. I wanted to be a leader and a politician, so I followed them around, and it 

was a great team. And then the rest of the leaders kept coming and the group started 

growing bigger. Deputy Prime Minister, I say thank you for supporting our brother in 

making him become a leader during the by elections. As you have said, if we have 

grudges, we apologize. And as our brother lies today on the Floor, we apologize to you 

Deputy Prime Minister for any grudges where myself and the late member or any other 

member for that matter in the party may have against you. You are our leader and you 

have led us here and now you and the Prime Minister, the former leader and the current 

leader for Pangu Pati, hold the Government now. 

Mr Speaker, every time the chair makes an announcement of a death of a member 

or former member we observe by giving a minute silence. On one occasion, the former 

member for Finschhafen died, I think around last year. On the notice it read, the 

Honourable Late Alfred Togo, member for Finschhafen, and I showed him and I said, 

‘bro (while taking a pen and cancelling the late member’s name of the paper and I wrote 

the Late Honorable Rainbo Paita”) one day, we won’t miss it, one day your body will 

come to the Floor, one day in this parliament or next parliament. All of us on this Floor 

will one day come like this in a box. As mighty as we are, as ministers, as governors, 

prime ministers or former prime ministers, one day we will come in a small box like this. 

Look bro, now the name of the former member is here, next time it could be me. “and 

then he said to me “that’s your cargo cult thinking lying to you”. And somehow death 

came. So as much as we think that we are untouchable, when death comes to us, we 

cannot escape. 

Mr Speaker, I appreciate all the members when we pay respect, as we are seated 

here. One time we will become like this when we come to the Floor, it’s just a matter of 

time. No one will escape this destiny that we have. 

Mr Speaker, I appreciate and thank Pangu Pati and the Prime Minister for giving 

the respect to a leader that has stood by in forming this Government. I remember when 

we were forming the Government, the Prime Minister and his team took their seats and 
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Honourable William Samb and the Pangu Pati team went into a room. And a lot of people 

didn’t know who was going to be Prime Minister. The late William Samb is very direct 

and sometimes it was very painful, he can tell you things straight to the point. And then 

he said “James Marape you are Tari and I’m a Goilala, I nominate you to be Prime 

Minister.” This is the guy that was very direct. Sometimes great people like him, don’t 

make prime ministers, but they contribute to formation of governments and we respect 

those contributions that these type of man. 
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He came to my district more than 11 times. He used to joke saying he was the 

shadow member for Finschhafen. I’m not sure if he visited other districts like that but, I 

think it was on-sided that he frequently visited Finschhafen. Most times he just went there 

for holidays, saying he needed a break from his people. 

On behalf of my family and my people of Finschhafen, I convey my deepest 

sympathies to his family members and his people of Goilala.  

For my closing remarks, in the past some people in this house do not like Goilala 

people, but today because of him, everyone loves Goilala and would even want to go 

there for a visit. He elevated Goilala Distrcit to a whole different level. 

Once again, I convey my deepest sympathies to his wife, mother, children – 

Carlos, Emmanuella and Jonathan. May the good Lord give you peace and strength 

through this time. 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

 

 

Motion - That the condolences be noted – agreed to.  

 

 

Mr SPEAKER – As a mark of respect to the memory of the Late Honourable 

William Samb, I invite all Honourable Members to rise in their places. 

 

(All members present stood in their places as a mark of respect to the memory of 

the Late Honourable William Samb)  

 

Mr SPEAKER – Sergeant-at-Arms, usher in the pall – bearers.  
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         (Pall-bearers escort the casket of the late Honourable William Samb, 

Member for Goilala, out of the Chamber) 

 

 

 

Mr RAINBO PAITA (Finschhafen - Minister for National Planning & 

Monitoring) – Mr Speaker, I would like to say thank you for giving the respect to the Late 

Leader.  

We have a few announcement. The office of Prime Minister has organised a 

Medical Team to be on standby today for anyone who wishes to do any medical check-

up, before we go for more stressing issues to do with elections. Electoral duties and 

provincial duties.  Whoever wishes to do a quick medical examination, it’s free and 

available through the office of the Prime Minister in partnership with Speaker’s Office. 

I would like to say thank you to the Government on the DSIP funds that have 

been dispensed made to the Members of the both sides of the House. Thank you to the 

government that we needed to hold back funds to play political. 
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I thank the Prime Minister, Treasurer and other leaders who are brave enough to 

put politics aside and come together to address such issues. Let’s work as a team going 

forward into elections so politics is different from service delivery.  

The DSIP funding have been dispensed to the members of the both sides of the 

House and I thank the Prime Minister, Treasurer and Finance Minister.  

Mr Speaker, with that, I thank the members of the both sides of the House. 

 

 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT 

     

Motion (by Mr Rainbo Paita) agreed to – 

That the Parliament at its rising adjourn to Tuesday 19 April at 2 p.m. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion (by Mr Rainbo Paita) agreed to – 

That Parliament do now adjourn. 

 

 

The Parliament adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 

 


