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FIFTH DAY 

 

Tuesday 23 November 2021 

 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr Koni Iguan) took the Chair at 10.a.m. 

 

There being no quorum present, Mr Deputy Speaker, stated that he would resume the 

Chair after the ringing of the Bells. 

 

Sitting suspended. 

 

The Deputy Speaker again took the Chair at 10.20 a.m., and invited the Member for 

Moresby North-East, Honourable John Kaupa to say Prayers; 

 

Tenkyu Heavenly Father. Tudei em narapela dei yu givim mipela long kam long 

dispela Parliament. Em i special wik long debate long Supplementary Bidget bilong 

dispela kantri. Namel long dispela toktok, planti gutpela toktok bai kam na planti ino 

gutpela tok bai kam, olsem criticism tasol dat is da wei forward long successfully 

delivering dispela Supplementary Budget. 

Mi prea long dispel kantri na mi askim yu long blessim Prime Minista, Opposisen 

Lida, olgeta ministas na olgeta 111member yu yet i selectim aut of 8 million pipol 

long dispela kantri. Givim miplela wisdom na direcsen so that dispela five years 

long Parliament by kam long pinis bilong em long next six months but mi save 

olsem yu bai givim dispela tingting long mipela go through long budget. 

Olsem na mi askim dispel shortpela prei we yu ken i stap na directim mipla na 

helpim mipla long wanem kain decisen na debate mipela bai go through. 

Wantaim displela mi askim prei bilong yu bai mipla ken tokim na bungim bel 

wantaim na mipela ken proceed long meeting, Amen. 

 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honourable Members, I would like to remind those who 

will be asking questions to keep your questions short and straight to the point. Ministers 

replying should also keep their answers short so that we can allow every member to 

participate in the Question Time. 
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QUESTIONS 

Women Representation in Parliament 

Mr ALLAN BIRD – Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker, I wish to raise these important 

questions to the Prime Minister. I raise these questions on behalf of 50 per cent of our citizens 

who are not represented in this House, particularly the women of East Sepik and the women 

of Papua New Guinea.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, just by way of brief background, we had made several 

commitments last year and I think the Prime Minister made a commitment on the Floor in 

relation to some temporary special measures for women’s representation in this House. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, as you know, we are infamous for being one of three countries on 

earth that do not have women represented on the Floor. 

My questions are as follows: 

(1) How far have we gone because it has been 12 months since the issue was raised on 

the Floor and there was a response. What have we done to progress this issue on the 

temporary measures for women representation on the Floor? 

(2) If there is work done, and I understand we have two more Meetings to go 

excluding this one, when will it be brought to the Floor for ratification? 

(3) Is the Prime Minister able to assure the women of Papua New Guinea that this 

Parliament will be able to give them access to the Floor in 2022? 

 

02/05 

Mr JAMES MARAPE – Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank the Governor of East Sepik for 

asking very important questions on women representatives in Parliament.  

We made commitment for these measures to be brought into Parliament but let me 

reserve my right to respond to the question in this Meeting of Parliament. I will get the latest 

update report on what the Government has done in respect to women in Parliament. 

Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

 

Mr JOHN KAUPA – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I wish to direct my question to 

the Minister for Commerce & Industry and ask the Prime Minister to take note. 
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I am asking this question for the second time for the interest of the mothers involved in 

Micro and Small Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in Port Moresby, North-East Electorate and the 

country as a whole.  

In Port Moresby North-East Electorate, I have 25,700 mothers participating in the 

Micro-SME program, and they are listed in this book I am holding. 

 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honourable Member, before you ask the question, I need 

clarification from the Prime Minister. Mr Prime Minister, since the Minister for Commerce is 

not in the Chamber, will it be under your responsibility to respond to the question?  

 

Mr JAMES MARAPE – We have appointed Honourable William Samb as the acting 

Minister for Commerce & Industry, so he can answer the question. 

 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honourable Member, you may ask your question. 

 

Reserve Jobs/Businesses for Citizens 

Mr JOHN KAUPA – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I have 25,700 mothers in my 

electorate who are participating in the Micro-SME program and they are listed in this book I 

have. I brought Micro and Mi Bank officers to open bank accounts for them. 

However, I have observed that Asians are penetrating through the settlements and 

setting up trade stores, giving stiff competition and creating difficulties for our mothers 

participating in the Micro-SMEs.  

Therefore, I wish to ask this question in light of our endeavor to reserve employment 

and business activities for our local Papua New Guineans to participate in the economy sector 

through Micro-SMEs so that they can earn money and sustain a life in the city.  At the same 

time, they will develop a culture of saving money in the bank to enable them to continue with 

business activities. 

On the other hand, I see that it is a good challenge for our people to compete but it does 

defeat the purpose of SMEs, which is to provide employment opportunities for our people 

because even little jobs like cashier operators are taken up by those Asians. 

Can the Minister inform the people if he has a plan or list of reserved businesses and 

employment for our people?  

Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.  
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Mr WILLIAM SAMB – I thank the Member for North-East for asking a very 

important question.  

 

03/05 

Firstly, I thank the Prime Minister for the acting role in this important ministry. In 

response to the question, Mr Deputy Speaker, there’s already been an amendment done to the 

IPA Act endorsed by NEC and now it’s with their legal people to get that amendment in law. 

Once that’s done it gives us at Commerce Department to broaden that list.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, that was one of the tasks that I was tasked to do when I was 

appointed acting. My predecessor brought a list already and we are working on that at the 

moment. So, the necessary amendment has been done to the IPA Act that will give us the 

basis to broaden that list. That list is relevant to PNG now and going forward. And it will 

address many of the issues raised by the honourable member.   

 

Supplementary Question 

Protect Cottage Business 

Mr RICHARD MASERE – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. My supplementary 

question is again within the SME context. Can the Minister just assure this House and assure 

the SME operators that the cottage business is restricted for Papua New Guineans. I 

understand that some foreign investors or people coming into this country are engaging with 

Papua New Guineans by making them partners or either using their names to apply for IPA 

registration of such businesses and enter into such areas.  

Can the Minister look into this matter and inform Parliament that any cottage business 

is protected for Papua New Guineans?  

 

Mr WILLIAM SAMB - I thank the Honourable Member for asking that question. In 

fact, part of my work for the last three weeks has been with the Commerce Department, SME 

Corporation and IPA and it’s also in line with the reserve list. Once this amendment is law  

we will address those issues so that’s one of the issues that I want to get a clear understanding 

on with my department and agency. 
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Reduce Data Cost 

Mr CHARLES ABEL – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I rise to ask a question to the 

Communications Minister and it is a question without notice. But Mr Minister, thank you so 

much for your comprehensive statement last week which I did attempt to debate on and also 

in that related space, the important Bill brought by the Minister for Justice as well relating to 

the Electronics Transaction Bill.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, in relation to the statement from the Minister, we all agreed to the 

wonderful benefits that come from having an efficient and modern telecommunication sector. 

But I think the important question the ordinary Papua New Guinean living in the village is the 

cost of accessing data. I think it is the important question that we want to ask. In that respect, 

Mr Deputy Speaker, the former Government made significant investments to the 

infrastructure in telecommunications. One of the critical ones was updating the undersea 

cable that is our data highway to the rest of the world being the Coral Sea Cable (CBS). The 

Australian Government assisted us to upgrade that cable by spending Aus$200 million being 

two-thirds of the cost of that cable thereby upgrading the capacity and speed of that cable by 

20 thousand times.  

 

04/05 

Mr Deputy Speaker, obviously, that international gateway, the domestic submarine 

cables that were also invested and the terrestrial fiber optic cable, the primary intention is to 

make those services available to our people but at a more cost-effective rate as well. That 

second cable at Coral Sea was commissioned in February of 2020, almost two years ago.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, my question which I am sure ordinary Papua New Guineans are 

also asking is when will the benefits of that virtually free cable from the Australian people to 

our people, be translated through our complicated government system including DataCo and 

NICTA and all other agencies into actual reduction in the cost of data to our people. That is 

my question to the Minister. 

 

Mr TIMOTHY MASIU – I thank the good Member for Alotau for this very important 

question. Because it’s a very important question, it needs a detailed answer. I will ask to give 

a detailed response at a later date to the Member because a lot of our people would also want 

to hear it. 
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I need to consult DataCo and of course NICTA to get some good information to answer 

this question. 

Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.  

 

Mr JAMES DONALD – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. My question is directed to 

the Prime Minister. In case we forget, I asked 13 questions regarding P’nyang in the last 

Sitting but there was no proper response by the Prime Minister. I was advised by the Prime 

Minister to give him a written question and copy to the Minister responsible for gas and 

petroleum, who is not here. So, I’m asking today if I can get the response for these 13 

technical questions if they think they can provide the answers.  

 

Mr JAMES MARAPE – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I apologise if the answers to 

the questions were not provided to the Member for North Fly the electorate where P’nyang is 

located. 

I will get the Petroleum Minister to make a written response. He has just returned from 

a meeting with ExxonMobil to ensure that we progress P’nyang. I assure you that when it 

comes to the consultation stage with the provincial government and the landowners, that 

consultation will take place with them in as far as the benefit is concerned. We are working 

very hard to secure additional benefits. The Minister has just arrived this morning and so will 

get the written report to the questions that were raised. These are very important questions on 

matters dealing with P’nyang and if the response has not gone to him yet, I will follow up and 

deliver the answers to him.  

 

Establish more Technical Schools 

Mr KOBBY BOMOREO – I ask my questions to the Minister for Higher Education, 

Research, Science and Technology. 

Mr Speaker, at the moment, we have a high number of graduates coming out from our 

secondary schools and it’s also our responsibility to engage them in schools to improve their 

skills and knowledge before they come out into the wider community to be engaged.   

Mr Deputy Speaker, on that note, the questions are as follows: 

(1) Can the Minister inform the House as to how many technical schools, technical 

colleges, Polytechs and TVET schools are established in Papua New Guinea?  
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(2) Does the Ministry have any plans to build more technical colleges, TVET and other 

colleges?  

(3) If the Ministry has plans to build new colleges, then when exactly will this plan 

commence to cater for the increasing number of students who are graduating from grade 12? 

 

05/05 

(4) Can the Minister consider sanctioning a TVET vocational school in Tewai -Siassi, if 

the department is undertaking establishment in the province? 

 

Mr WESLEY RAMINAI – Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank the Member for Tewai -Siassi 

for asking those very important questions. 

This Government is embarking on building TVET Schools almost in every district in 

the country. Those districts that do not have TVET schools, it is covered in the Government’s 

plans to ensure all the students that come out of grade 12 every year must be given an 

opportunity to further their education especially those who don’t get accepted to colleges and 

universities they can attend TVET schools where they learn the trade of Carpentry, 

mechanics and with the inclusion of IT Classes and hospitality the window of opportunity is 

huge. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, we are also getting ADB funded loan of K200 million where we 

are investing in 10 different colleges in the country. We are looking at provinces like 

Bougainville, Lae, Mt Hagen, Goroka and onwards for that ceiling.  

We also have the Australian Government helping out as well and they have started on 

some of the existing technical schools we have within the country and that amounts to K120 

million worth of investment in the country. That comes from a grant funding arrangement 

covering governance and management in these technical schools. 

Concerning the Member’s District, let me assure the Member that Tewai-Siassi has 

been included for the TVET funding as well. 
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Transform processing Centre into School 

Mr CHARLIE BENJAMIN – Mr Deputy Speaker, I direct my question to the 

Minister for Immigration and I would like the Minister for Higher Education Science and 

Technology to take note. 

My question is in relation to the Lorengau processing centre. The intention to build the 

processing centre in Lorengau and not in Lombrum was because after life of the processing 

centre, the provincial government’s intention was to transform the processing centre into a 

college. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, the process of this transformation has been on-going for quite a 

while with the Higher Education Department and the Immigration Department and is very 

frustrating. 

(1) Can the Minister for Immigration and his department start the process of 

transferring that land which the facility is built on to Higher Education Department so that the 

process of building a college can begin? 

(2) If that is not possible, the intention of that processing centre was when its life was 

over it was going to be handed back to the Manus Provincial Government. Can the Minister 

transfer the land back to the Manus Provincial Government so that we can negotiate the start 

of the college because the longer we sit on it other interests are coming in? 

 

Mr WESLEY NUKUNDJ – Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank the good Governor for his 

two very important questions.  

 

06/05  

It relates to the refugee centre in Manus. In the previous government, under the 

Refugee Resettlement Arrangement (RRA), the refugees were supposed to be processed 

there. 

The refugees were moved to Port Moresby at Bomana, to the Bomana Immigration 

Centre. The Governor is correct, that the facility is left idle there. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, it is not left to idles. The facility and equipment are worth millions 

of kina and the Immigration Department is managing it. 

In regard to the question on when the Immigration Department will transfer the 

facilities over for the purpose of establishing a Technical College, under the Marape 
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government, discussions with the Australian Government have concluded that the facility will 

come under an arrangement through through the Australian Government funding, where it 

will be given to the Office of Higher Education through their programs. 

Fortunately, we have that existing facility already and we do not know when the two 

governments will come into play to transfer that facility into an Institution.  

So, right now we have the facility readily available and through an NEC decision. The 

NEC has actually directed Immigration Department to transfer the facility over to the Office 

of Higher Education so that the Technical College can be established. That has been 

progressed up till now. 

The delaying factor is because the facility is worth millions of kina and the Office of 

Higher Education does not have the financial capacity to manage it so, we are managing it. 

As we speak, there are discussions between my department and the Office of Higher 

Education to transfer the facility over to them, as they are the rightful Department in charge 

of Tertiary Institutions. 

Since the facility is based in his province, I urge the Governor to communicate with the 

Office of Higher Education to progress his interest forward. 

There are no intentions from my department to delay the transfer. The delay is because, 

no one has the capacity to manage that facility. If the Immigration Department pulls out, all 

the equipment worth millions of kina will be wasted. That is the only reason we are holding 

back. 

By way of answering the question, I can assure the Governor that, before the end of the 

week we will hand over the facility to the Office of Higher Education. 

Thank you.  

 

07/05 

Lae to Wau-Bulolo Road 

Mr GINSON SAONU - I want to direct my questions to the Prime Minister and I want 

the Minister for Works and Implementation to take note. 

In June 2021, the Prime Minister, accompanied by the Minister for Works and 

Implementation, Member for Bulolo and Deputy Prime, Australian High Commissioner and 

myself went to Wau to launch a road project from Lae to Wau-Bulolo.  
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The project was funded by the Australian Government totaling K66 million and the 

contract was awarded to a national company to execute but five months have passed, we are 

in the sixth month and no work has started yet. 

My questions are: 

(1) Is the local contractor capable or not to commence the construction of the road and 

why it’s being delayed that long? 

The people of Australia gave this money to the people of Morobe so that their money 

must serve its purpose by building this road. This delay has caused us concern and it came to 

show that we don’t appreciate the funds we got from them. 

(2) When exactly will the construction commence? 

The delay of this road will affect major businesses in Wau/Bulolo which contributes to 

nation building. For instances business like the Hidden Valley alluvial mining activity, 

Bulolo University, National Forest Authority, PNG Forest, Zenag Chicken Farm, Wafi- 

Golpu. These are important assets for this nation and so why is the road being delayed.  

I want the Prime Minister to inform me, the people of Morobe, Wau-Bulolo and the 

country as a whole.   

 

Mr JAMES MARAPE – Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank the Governor of Morobe for his 

questions concerning the people of Morobe, Wau-Bulolo, Menyamya, Garaina, Mumeng and 

the country with all the industry that contributes economically and are located at that part of 

the country.    

Mr Deputy Speaker, there is no sinister motive in delaying this contract. I visited this 

place three times already and twice I drove out from Mumeng to Lae City. In fact, my last 

drive was when we met with the landowners of Wafi-Golpu.  This portion of the road was in 

a bad stage and it needed more funds to upgrade it. And this K66 million can’t cater for 

everything.  

This contract was awarded but I wrote a letter to the Australian High Commissioner 

and the Minister for Works and Implementation to consider additional variations to this 

contract. Instead of carrying out only the maintenance work and when it rains heavily the 

floods will wash away the road, we could carry out a permanent intervention to reconstruct 

the road permanently.  
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Therefore, I want to state here clearly to all the people and in fact, I have read and seen 

many negative comments from former leaders from there as well as youths commenting on 

all forms of social media, but don’t forget that the Government has ears and ideas.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, this K66 million may sound huge but it won’t cater for permanent 

work to be done. Its only for surface gravelling maintenance work. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Australia doesn’t know where exactly Wau-Bulolo is but PNG 

Government showed them where to invest their funds and I state it clearly for you all to know 

and understand.  

We pointed to them certain areas for them to invest and one of them was Wau-Bulolo 

and a few other programs that Australia has funded now and its only for maintenance.  

 

08/05 

When I drove from Mumeng to Lae I realized that that section was in a very bad state. 

This is a very important section of the highway because it is an economic corridor so the 

Department of Works and Implementation and the Australian Government have been talking 

in the last few months to see whether we could do a variation on that contract.  

The Government also wants to assist in investing quite substantially into this road, 

especially the section from Mumeng, coming back to Markham or Nine Mile turn off. 

In one instance, I was privileged enough to be driven by the Deputy Prime Minister, 

Honorable Sam Basil, he drove me back and we reached an understanding that instead of just 

doing maintenance, we should make it permanent. This will be greater than K66 million 

spread all over that 200km section of that important economic road. 

When you think about it, K66 million is a lot of money and I do not want to have to be 

rebuilding or reconstructing in two or three years down the line so the initial idea of re-

scoping this section of the road to make it permanent was held back. We are engaging with 

the Australian Government to see if they can re-scope it for us. 

We have found a way out of this one but the Department of Works and Implementation 

Manager in Lae is aware; in fact, I advised him over the phone to send his team down to the 

section and assess how much it will cost. So, I want to assure the Governor and the people of 

Morobe that there is no doubt that this contract is going to push through because we want to 

see quality work in that section.  

Of the K100 million LDG from Wafi-Golpu; K3 million was given to all the districts in 

Morobe and K10 million to the Morobe Provincial Government to build appropriate 
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infrastructure in and around Wafi-Golpu area. The balance of K50 million will be put 

together with the K66 million to re-scope, especially the mountain area from Mumeng, so I 

asked the Department of Works and Implementation to see if we can run these too.  

So instead of just scrapping the top we do a major re-scope of the road and make it 

permanent to transport cargo to Wafi-Golpu, Harmony and Wau-Bulolo Forestry where there 

is a lot of forest activities happening. To give great respect to that part of the country, instead 

of just doing gravel maintenance, we can do permanent rehabilitation on that road to carry the 

economy of our country in what they are contributing to us. 

Honorable Governor be assured that work is soon to start and I apologize for the delay, 

in fact you have been waiting 46 years for that road so wait a month or two delay to get a 

better outcome than surface gravelling as intended by the maintenance contract that has been 

issued. 

So, work will soon start but the Department of Works and Implementation has been 

tasked with over-lay the Mumeng section, with that contract they could do clearing and go 

into the technicalities of it but we are going to over-lay it with another contract to make 

permanent intervention for that section of the road. 

Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

 

Mr PETER NUMU – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I would like to ask my question 

to the Minister for Mining but he is not present so I will direct it to the Prime Minister. 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Prime Minister, for giving the okay to review the 

Kainantu Mine. The review was undertaken and all the Government Departments met 

together and we discussed the pathway in which this Mine will bring benefits into Eastern 

Highlands Province and the country.  

So, by far, the Kainantu Mine under the new management is paying about K100 million 

in corporate income tax. This company has ranked Kainantu as a latest discovery in the 

world. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, the people of Eastern Highlands, the provincial government, the 

landowners, stakeholders who are going to receive benefits are still waiting for this review to 

be endorsed by NEC.  We have been waiting for almost a year now.  

(1) When exactly will this review be endorsed? 
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(2) When will the compliance team or State Solicitor finalise the compliance or legality 

of this review and it will go to NEC, and at least the government on the ground and company 

to sign this MOU. 

As I am speaking, we are missing out, big time. The Kainantu mine policy stated that; 

free five per cent, free equity shares and free carry apart from royalty and all the business, 

will be awarded to the locals. 

The Commerce Industry had worked tirelessly to iron out some issues and we are 

seeing the benefits but it’s taking too long to reach NEC.  When will we sign this MOU? We 

are still waiting. 

(3) I heard that the Minister for Mining went to Porgera, Wafi-Golpu, and went to all 

the gold mines in this country and is doing a fantastic job. I commend the Minister. My 

concern is that, the Minister for Mining is from my province and Kainantu mine is located in 

his electorate. We are touring and visiting other gold mines in the country and lose focus on 

our own mine.   

It is my biggest concern and I am asking Prime Minister to tell us when we will go into 

MOU review and fully benefit from Kainantu Mine. 

Thank you. 

 

Mr JAMES MARAPE – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I want to thank the 

Governor for Eastern Highland for asking a very important question in respect to Kainantu 

mine. 

I had the privilege of going through that mine and area. Let me pay my commendation 

to this small mine that started off in the last few years. They’ve retained corporate tax much 

higher than many other companies in our country especially in the mining sector.  

They declared corporate tax. They served less than three or five years in the production 

and for them to return corporate tax to us at the very earliest, is the sign of good corporate 

citizen or resident in our country. I thank them for their noble character.    

In terms of the MOU review, I will ask the Mining Minister to ramp up his work and, 

of course, he’s very engaged with Porgera, Wafi-Golpu, but not to say that the Kainantu mine 

had been left at the back pedal. His department has taken care of this matter. 
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 And in January we have targeted to have engagements with Provincial Governments 

and landowners from Porgera, Wafi-Golpu and Kainantu mine. These three mines will 

receive our attention.  

I will get the Minister to respond to you in writing and because you asked on the Floor 

of Parliament, maybe the minister should respond through Parliament also. 

Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. 

 

Mr BELDEN NAMAH – Mr Deputy Speaker, I also rise to ask a series of questions to 

our good Prime Minister. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, last week I raised a series of questions concerning the gold bullion 

project or the gold refinery. So, I said that; why the rush deals on this very important national 

asset. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise today to ask questions in regards to another rush deal and 

that is the Purari Power Project. Before I ask my question, I want to give a brief background.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, around 2020 Prime Minster was led by the Governor of Eastern 

Highlands to sign a K45 billion project in Goroka with some Koreans. I had raised issues 

asking; did we do a due diligence on these people or not.  

 

Mr Peter Numu – Point of Order! The Prime Minister did not mislead me as the 

Governor of the Province. This was an understanding only for us and the investors, without 

any obligation to the State or Provincial Government.  

Thank you. 

 

10/05 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honorable Governor I think the Opposition Leader has not 

mentioned that the Prime Minister is misleading you. But you and the delegation led Prime 

Minister, that’s what the message is. 

 

Mr BELDEN NAMAH – I wanted to say that the Eastern Highlands Governor told the 

Prime Minister to witness a K45 billion project. I am raising the concern; have we done due 

diligence on this company or if this money is in this country or not. The main reason behind 

me asking these questions is because a lot of these projects needs a lot of work. Therefore, we 

need to carry our due diligence on companies that we engage.  
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Mr Speaker, as Members of this House we must raise serious concerns about these 

projects, because we are engaging international companies coming into the country. We are 

unsure of their status or background and we are bringing them into our country 

 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honorable Member, ask your question! 

 

Mr BELDEN NAMAH – Mr Deputy Speaker, the Government, through its officials 

recently in Glasgow on October 26 signed a USD$5 billion deal with a mining giant 

Fortesque Future Industries owned by a controversial Andrew Forest, the Australian 

Entrepreneur with his subsidiary company called Fortesque Industries (PNG) Limited. The 

deal was signed in Scotland not in Papua New Guinea. Why did we sign the deal in Scotland? 

Is Purari River in Scotland or in Papua New Guinea? And why is it so relevant for global 

climate change Summit to sign this Purari power deal in Scotland. Is this a Scotland firm, Mr 

Deputy Speaker? These are questions that we as Members of Parliament and the Government 

should ask. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, my question is, why the rush on this important or much talked 

about important project. There are six months leading into the National General Elections. 

Why rush these projects when we have not reopened Porgera mine? When can we start the 

Porgera mine, when can we start the Papua LNG Project; when are we going to start the 

Wafi-Golpu or approve Wafi-Golpu and construction stage begins and now we are venturing 

into new projects? 

Mr Deputy Speaker, this leads me to ask additional questions, these projects that I have 

mentioned like Papua LNG, Porgera and Wafi-Golpu are approved projects. The Gold 

refinery and this Purari projects are not proven projects. Mr Speaker. Why did we sign this 

agreement in Scotland? My question is, were the landowners of Purari river and the Gulf 

Provincial Government consulted on the Purari Power Project. If not, why not? Has the due 

diligence been done on the background of Fortesque Industries Limited and its owner 

Andrew Forest? Has any feasibility studies been done on the Purari Project? 
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If it has been done what are the benefits to the nation, the cost involved and the time 

line to this project.  
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Mr Deputy Speaker, if none of this has been done, then why do we rush into signing 

this deal.  

Thank you, My Deputy Speaker.  

 

Mr JAMES MARAPE - Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I thank the Opposition 

Leader for his important series of questions that was prefix against his inference that there’s a 

rush for us to develop this project. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, contrary to that inference, there is no absolute rush. In fact, our 

country is a living organism to live on beyond the timeline of elections. The government, 

whether my government or governments in the future must be in the business of setting out 

for foreign investments and credible foreign investment to come into our country.  

We are not time bound by our elections or time bound by a year in government, and et 

cetera. Contrary to that, and when we took office, we are on the specific mission to ensure 

that we are not delivering one or two but deliver many projects to ensure the foreign investors 

come into our country. Foreign direct investments that will bring new jobs, new infusion of 

foreign capital into our economy. So, government will not sit back and say all right, let the 

Porgera go out of the way first then bring Papua out of the way and let’s bring others that are 

in a queue and then we talk about new investments No! Contrary to that, we have tasked all 

the leaders of State including the honourable Members of the Opposition. All of us are in one 

economy and one country and we must all make it our business to tell our country as a place 

of investment.  

Just because we pitching around with the investors does not mean that we’ve already 

agreed to that investor been given a space of investment in our country. Contrary to that 

again, due diligences should take its course. The process of government will take its course 

and I just make one reference to Porgera as the case in point. When we set at opposite site to 

discuss for our commercial agreement with Barrick, we apply to them a principle that 

subscribe to our principle one of key amongst them was we will be outside of equity and we 

will not compromise the majority equity in the new bench are going forward. We will not 

compromise all legacy issue. I will ensure that we have the greater project economic benefits 

to our country. So, the commercial negotiation was agreed upon and then we went into the 

due processes. For instance, the framework agreement signed. Subsidiary to the framework 

agreement, the commencement agreement was signed. Subsidiary to the commencement 
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agreement, there will be operatorship agreement, there will be joint venture company 

agreement set up. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, for the Opposition Leader to be satisfied, in every stage of the 

process, all instrumentalities of the government are put in place, especially State Solicitor, 

State Lawyers and Treasury to ensure that whatever we are doing is consistent with our 

country’s law and not outside of the space of our law. In every checks and gate to check 

process before the project agreements are moved, there are opportunities for review 

consistence with what was signed. So, I want to give some comfort and assurance to the 

Opposition Leader that we won’t remove any agreement at the expense of our country’s 

security, sovereignty, and economic gain into the future.   
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They are there to ensure checks and balances are put in place and we follow every little 

requirement including protecting our national interest. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, in regards to the question on Purari, I want to make it clear to the 

Purari land owners and also our good Opposition Leader that the agreement with Fortesque is 

not just explicit for Purari. The first time Dr Andrew Forest and his team from Forsteque 

(Future) Energy came in, from what I know, he is Australia’s most profitable person in as far 

as profitability for last year is concerned and he is no Micky Mouse coming into our country. 

He subscribes, from the information I was supplied with, because I asked him a 

fundamental question when he came is that he wanted to generate 25gigawatts of power in 

our country and I told him and PNG Power officials will confirm that our country does not 

need 25giggawatts of power and we can’t buy that kind of power off from you. And he said, 

‘Mr Prime Minister, we are not interested in selling the power back to you. We are trying to 

harvest future energies from stripping hydrogen molecule combining with ammonia to 

produce clean green energy of the future’. 

The signing at Margins of Glasgow relates to global consciousness on environmentally 

friendly energy source. And as I have said, Doctor Andrew Forest is no small-time man; he is 

a global figure. He is our version of Elon Musk in the western world. Elon Musk is a frontier 

breaking research-based innovator who is now moving to looking for resource based in the 

moon which is out of space. The world is moving beyond our static mind and we are 

remaining where we are today. 
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When Doctor Forest arrived in our country and proposed to harvest 25 giga-watts of 

power – 

 

Mr Belden Namah – Point of Order! Mr Deputy Speaker, I asked about due diligence 

because this guy has a record of mistreating the Aboriginals in Australia. I am raising a point 

of order because he is praising him when he has a very bad record with the Aboriginal 

community and he has abused them for many years. Go and do the due diligence and you will 

know who Andrew Forest is. 

 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honourable Leader of the Opposition, allow the Prime 

Minister to continue his reply. 

 

Mr JAMES MARAPE – Mr Deputy Speaker, as far as I know there is no Aborigines 

living in our country. And we have never advanced beyond many of the finer details of this 

business that Dr Forest and his team at Fortesque Future Industries are proposing. 

When you have a proposal to harvest 25 giga-watts of power you are talking about 5-6 

PNG LNG put together in one project. 

It is a concept worth looking at. When the world is concerned about clean energy that 

will be harvested from our hydro potentials and will be harvested from our geo thermal 

potentials. I will not sit back as Prime Minister and say, look elections are around the corner 

so let’s not waste our time on this proposal. Just like any proposal leaders propose to the 

table, we allow the due process to take its course. Our State team, our lawyers, our technical 

team our Treasury team, checks it out. He is certainly welcome to look for investors. We 

want all our leaders to look for investors, credibility and the proposal before us, if it is good 

for our people it will go to all the stages until all the processes are signed and we arrive at 

what is similar to the PNG LNG or other processes which have gone through due processes. 

All these processes occur simply because we can’t allow for compromises, especially to do 

with our national sovereignty and national interests. So, the Dr Forest and the Forteque 

Futures proposal is a proposal not just for Purari because the Purari basin and the Purari river 

system is a sensitive one. 

He has been impressed on by our team from the Environment and Conservation and our 

Team from the Energy Authority that there are other licenses that overlay Purari. You got the 

Papua LNG License, the Forestry Licenses all overlaying in the Purari area. 
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Mr Deputy Speaker, I want to assure this House that we will not rush into this because 

we have signed an MOU or we have signed an undertaking. MOU’s, MOA’s or agreement 

signed are all part of the process that will be cleared by all our state agencies and state 

lawyers, then the final process for business will be sanctioned and agreed upon.  

Just because we have signed an undertaking on MOU, does not mean that all processes 

are fully complete. It is to capture the interest of investors to do business in our country then 

the due process takes its course to run concurrently, until we arrive at the product that is 

mutually beneficial to our investors and our country. 

Let me caution all Members of Parliament. Let’s be sensitive as we attack potential 

investors who want to come into our country. We must all contribute to grow our economy 

together and growing our economy, comes from the foreign investors who want to come in. 

So, we must work together to fix these issues like the water systems. 

Currently, we have small returns and the returns are just on subsistence that our people 

are engaged in if there is a commercial proposal to harvest energy from Kikori, from 

Strickland and from Purari. In fact, the first site of operation from the team will be 

geothermal sites set up outside of Kimbe. They will be harvesting substantial electricity from 

that geothermal site and the new clean energy concept will be started in Kimbe. 

So, the agreement signed in Glasgow was to give an indication of which company will 

partner with PNG to go into the space of clean green energy. And as we go into the future, all 

due diligence and processes will take place. Whether it is an industry or any company for that 

matter; just because we have signed an undertaking, does not mean that all clearance are 

given. The State’s due process will take its course and whatever is good for the country will 

eventually be approved for construction and business. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF VISITORS – 

STATEMENT BY THE DEPUTY SPEAKER 

 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honourable members, I wish to acknowledge the presence 

of members of the Badiri Youth Project from Mahuru village in the Moresby-South 

electorate, who are in the Public Gallery. 
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MOTION BY LEAVE 

 

Mr WILLIAM SAMB (Goilala – Minister for Transport and Infra-structure) – I ask 

leave of Parliament to move a motion without notice. 

 

Leave granted. 

 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS –  

REARRANGMENT OF BUSINESS 

 

Motion (by Mr William Samb) agreed to –  

That so much of the Standing Orders be suspended as would prevent Notice No. 265 

Government Business being called on forthwith 

 

 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL(AMENDMENT) BILL 2021 

 

First Reading 

 

Bill presented by Mr Bryan Kramer and read a first time. 

 

Second Reading 

 

Leave granted to move the second reading forthwith. 

 

 

Mr BRYAN KRAMER (Madang – Minister for Justice and Attorney-General) – 

I move –  

That the Bill be now read a second time. 

 

Mr Deputy Speaker, the Public Solicitor is a constituüonal office-holder 

recognized under Section 221 of the Constitution and is mandated to provide legal aid 

to the disadvantaged marginalised and impecunious people of Papua New Guinea. 
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During the consultative phase of the planning and drafting of our Constitution, our 

forefathers envisioned an independent governmental institution that must provide legal 

assistance to the people. In their wisdom they stated, ‘we do not consider that private 

practitioners will be able to provide legal services on the scale and of the nature required by 

our people in the future, nor do we think they can be expected to do so. We are convinced 

that the office of the Public Solicitor is the best institution to provide legal assistance to the 

great majority of our people’. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, since the coming into effect of the Constitution in 1975, the 

Public Solicitor has relied on the prescriptions of the Constitution to carry his core 

function and additional functions in an ad hoc manner. The passage and enactment of 

the Public Solicitor Bill 2021 will guide the Public Solicitor in carrying out his core 

function of providing legal aid to our small people and other important duties 

prescribed to him as a law officer under the Constitution. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, Section 177 (5) of the Constitution provides that an Act of 

Parliament may make provision for the Public Solicitor to make a reasonable charge for 

services provided by him to persons in need of his help whom he considers are able to make a 

contribution towards the cost of these services.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, in 1976 Parliament enacted the Public Solicitor (Charges) Act 

1976 giving effect to Section 177 (5) and enabling the Public Solicitor to require a reasonable 

contribution from only those who can be able to contribute towards the cost of legal aid. The 

subsequent provision of Section 177 (6) of the Constitution further implores that an ‘Act of 

the Parliament may confer, or may provide for the conferring of, additional functions, not 

inconsistent with the performance of the functions conferred by Subsections (l) and (2), on 

the Public Prosecutor or the Public Solicitor. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, since the inception of our Constitution in 1975, and whilst his 

sister organisation - the Public Prosecutors Offce - enjoys the Public Prosecutors (Office and 

Functions) Act passed in 1977 under this same Section 177 (6), the Public Solicitor remains 

without an enabling law to advance his office administratively. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, this Bill seeks to assist the Public Solicitor give effect to 

the Constitution by providing and regulating: 

(a) the provision of legal aid; and 
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(b) protecting and facilitating for the enforcement of the constitutional rights 

of all persons; and 

(c) making reference to the Supreme Court, on any question of law which 

arise from the discharge of his functions, or on the constitutionality of any law; and 

(d) providing assistance and engaging in alternative dispute resolution 

processes involving legal issues affecting the clients of the Public Solicitor; and 

(e) engaging with or supporting non-governmental agencies, international 

organisations, bilateral partners, or Government bodies in so far as it concerns or 

relates to national justice administration; and 

(f) providing advice to persons in need insofar as it concerns or relates to the 

national justice administration, 

(g) to exercise all functions and powers and perform all duties which, under 

any other law, are or may be or become vested in or are delegated to the Public 

Solicitor; and 

(h) to do all such matters and things as may be incidental to or consequential 

upon the exercise of his powers or the discharge of his functions. 

In conclusion, Mr Deputy Speaker, let me thank you for giving me this 

opportunity to present this important Bill to this Honourable House and I seek the 

support of all members in passing this Bill.  

I now commend this draft legislation to this Honourable House. 
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Honourable Member, you decide whether that is a Point of 

Order or otherwise, it is easier for you to debate. 

 

Mr Belden Namah – Point of Order! Mr Deputy Speaker, I want to take the good 

Minister back to his paragraph number four, the last sentence should have read, “the 

subsequent provision of section one, one, seven and not one hundred and seventeen” that is 

what he said, for purposes of correcting the Hansard. 

 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER – Your Point of Order is in order. 
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Mr DAVIS STEVEN (Esa’ala) – Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I wish to 

congratulate the Minister for Justice and Attorney-General. 

The Public Solicitor represents the simple and the poor of our society, those who cannot 

afford private lawyers. They are coming here to this House because of years of neglect; our 

government has not funded them sufficiently.  

When we talk about the small people of Papua New Guinea, we are referring to the 

clients of the Public Solicitor’s Office. These are the ones who must go to the village courts, 

district courts, national courts; these are the ones that are unable to finance their own legal 

expenses. 

What has been missing over the years and something that the Minister for Justice and 

Attorney-General will have to impose upon, the Public Solicitor’s Office and the Prime 

Minister, is for Annual Reports. 

This is a Constitutional Office that must provide Annual Reports on their activities. 

These are reporting condition in our Constitution. I remember when I was in the seat, I had 

insisted that all Constitutional Office Holders present before this honorable House their 

reporting. In that report they will outline the kind of service they are offering, how many 

people they are providing service for and these difficulties that we are now faced with. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, in raising these issues there are two points; one is the continuing 

obligation of the government to support our simple people by funding legal aid.  

Legal Aid is not new to the Public Solicitor’s Office, in the past with the collaboration 

of ideas and support between the Law Society, Ministry of Justice and Attorney-General and 

the Public Solicitor’s Office they were able to come up with schemes that supported our 

simple and ordinary people.  

It was here on the one hand while we support the amendment to enable the Public 

Solicitor’s Office to generate some revenue, this House should not misunderstand that 

indirectly, they are saying that on behalf of our simple people we need more support to the 

Public Solicitors Office. 

But, in so doing, I wish to emphasis that these Constitutional Offices must now provide 

Annual Reports. This has been missing and we need to insist on these reports to guide us in 

this important decision-making process. 
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Mr Deputy Speaker, finally, in seeking this support from this honorable House by 

making this legislation, I hope that the Public Solicitor can now support our people where 

infringes of human rights is concerned.  

In many cases for example in Alotau, where the ordinary people wanted their rights to 

be protected. They turned to the Public Solicitors Office, we guided them there because our 

provincial government is in partnership helping this particular office but they were unable to 

do so and the services were not provided adequately. 

Mr Deputy Speaker, my last point is that the scope of the service of the Public 

Solicitors Office should now extend beyond the matrimonial cause; family related cases and 

simple summary offences and should go beyond human rights and land related matters. Most 

importantly, the Public Solicitor’s Office should not forget that it’s duty is to provide reports 

to this House and to the nation. 

 

Motion – That the question be now put – agreed to 

 

Motion – That the Bill be now read a second time – agreed to 

 

Bill read a second time. 
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Third Reading 

 

Leave granted to move the third reading forthwith. 

 

Motion – That the question be now put – agreed to. 

Motion – That the Bill be now read a third time – put 

 

The Bill requiring an absolute majority of 56 Members as required by the Constitution, 

Mr Deputy Speaker ordered that the Bells be rung. 
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The Parliament voted (the Deputy Speaker, Mr Koni Iguan in the Chair) –  

 

AYES – 80 
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NOES – 0 

 

The Bill passed with the concurrence of an absolute majority as required by the 

Constitution 

 

Bill read a third time. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion (by Mr William Samb) agreed to – 

That the Parliament do now adjourn 

 

The Parliament adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

 

 


